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But, there is one event, held 
one weekend of the year where 
the TRC transforms itself from 
much, much more than the 
casino we often think of it as. 
In fact, this event has little to 
do with slot machines or table 
games at all. 
 The event is the annual 
Taste of Tulalip, Washington 
State’s coveted culinary 
festival of the year. More of a 
food and wine experience than 
an event, the two-day Taste 
of Tulalip showcases gourmet 
food and an assortment of fine 
wine hand-selected by Tulalip’s 
top-notch culinary team, led by 
Executive Chef Perry Mascitti 
and award-winning Sommelier 
Tommy Thompson. This year, 
the Taste of Tulalip celebrated 
its seventh anniversary over 
the weekend of November 13.
 On Friday evening, 
Four-hundred and fifty guests 

filled the Orca Ballroom for the 
Taste of Tulalip’s 7th Annual 
Celebration Dinner. The theme 
of this year’s dinner was “La 
Famiglia”, which is Italian for 
“the family”. In sticking with 
the theme, the Orca Ballroom 
was completely decked out 
in Italian backdrops, tapestry, 
fountains, and even live 
performance art. If the visuals 
weren’t enough to have you 
thinking you were in little Italy, 
then the live musicians, from 
an opera singer to a mandolin 
player, definitely did the trick.
 The evening’s 
inspiration came from the 
love of Italian grandmothers 
everywhere who have a special 
passion for cooking amazing 
food every day for their 
families. In tribute, Tulalip 
chefs recreated many of their 
beloved recipes, paired with 
a global offering of rare, top 

wines.
 Tulalip traditions were 
also highlighted throughout 
the evening. Tulalip artists 
continue to use traditional 
tools and techniques, while 
also using computer graphics, 
power tools, laser cuts and 
more to bring both traditional 
and innovative forms of Coast 
Salish art to the 21st century. 
That’s why Tulalip artist Mike 
Gobin was chosen to design 
this year’s Taste of Tulalip 
logo. The logo he created was 
etched and printed onto wine 
glasses, dinner plates, and 
various marketing materials.
 “The Taste of Tulalip 
logo was inspired by my father, 
Thomas J. Gobin, and my 
twin sister, Marilyn R. Lewis 
(Gobin),” says Mike of his 
unique, Coast Salish design. 
“The salmon represents the 
people of the Tulalip Tribes, Tuallip artist Mike Gobin and award-winning 

Sommelier Tommy Thompson.

Following the 
Tribes’ tradition 
of giving, 
Snohomish-
based veteran’s 
organization 
Heartbeat 
– Serving 
Wounded 
Warriors received 
two checks for 
$10,000 each.

Taste from front page
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Quilt Walk from front page

shouldn’t be subject to tribal 
court jurisdiction. On Decem-
ber 7th, Tulalip Board of Direc-
tor Bonnie Juneau and Tulalip 
Youth Council Co-Vice Chair-
woman Jlynn Joseph joined In-
digenous people from across the 
nation in protest.
 “Choctaw is similar to 
us, Tulalip,” said Bonnie. “They 
have the ability enter consen-
sual agreements, contracts, with 
businesses. We’ve done this 
with Wal-Mart, Home Depot, 
and all the businesses in Quil 
Ceda Village. In that contract 
the business agreed to submit 
to the civil jurisdiction of our 
courts.”
The case is deeply concerning 
for several reasons, explained 
Bonnie.
 “These businesses only 
want tribal jurisdiction and sov-
ereignty when it benefits their 
bottom line,” she said. “They 
want the benefits of our lands 
and rights without honoring the 
laws of our land. Their big claim 
is that they feel the United States 
isn’t protecting their civil rights 
in tribal courts. If a U.S. citizen 
travels to Canada or Mexico, 
it’s understood that they agree 
to abide by the laws of those 
lands. If they don’t, does the 
Federal Government get in-
volved in those cases? This isn’t 
a case of someone driving onto 
the reservation and not knowing 
they were there. Dollar General 
knowingly contracted with the 
Tribe, they knowingly agreed to 
tribal court jurisdiction.
 “Here at Tulalip, many 
of our judges have been non-Na-
tive and many of our juries in-
clude Native American and non-
Native jurors, there have even 
been cases of some of our juries 
being completely non-native 
residents or employees of the 
Tribe. They’re questioning the 
credibility of our courts. I hope 
the United States understands 
that they need to honor the trea-
ties that they made. Those trea-
ties aren’t outdated any more 
than the Constitution of the 
United States is outdated.”

Above: 
Tulalip Board of Director Bonnie 
Juneau and Tulalip Youth Coun-
cil Co-vice Chair JLynn Joseph 
joined demonstrators for the Quilt 
Walk for Justice, the quilt squares 
each included a message from 
survivors of sexual assault to il-
lustrate the real trauma that re-
sults from patchwork jurisdiction 
on tribal lands.

Right: “It’s important for our youth 
know happens when we travel 
to D.C.,” said Bonnie, “I want 
our future leaders to know what 
kinds of work we do while we’re 
here and why tribes have to be 
involved in national politics. Cas-
es like this are why we support 
candidates that aren’t local, this 
is why we give campaign contri-
butions, because national politics 
affect us at home.”
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Right: 
A square from the quilt that reads: 

 “The hardest part 
of sharing my 

story was not facing 
the fact that I was 
raped, but facing 

the judgment of the 
police, my friends, 

family. 
Everyone I hoped 

would help.” 

 Tribal justice systems are sophisti-
cated and include safeguards to ensure due 
process, Bonnie continued. Tribal jurisdic-
tion, both civil and sometimes criminal, 
over non-Natives living or doing business 
on the reservation is vital because Federal 
law and justice systems are not set up to 
deal with local cases.
 “It’s well known that the Federal 
court only takes the big cases. Our cases 
just aren’t big enough for them. Perpetra-
tors have gotten away with crimes in the 
past, it’s one of the gaps that makes Quil 
Walkreservations a haven for criminals. 
It’s one of the reasons that the Violence 
Against Women Act’s (VAWA) tribal pro-
visions were so important. It also shows us 
that it’s time to take VAWA one step further 
to include the protection of minors. The 
Federal Government cannot give non-Na-
tive criminals a free pass to commit crimes 

against Native Americans on Reservation. 
By not recognizing the authority of tribal 
courts that’s, in essence, what they’d be 
doing.
 “This is also about workplace 
safety,” Bonnie continued. “SEIU (Ser-
vice Employees International Union) has 
signed on and even gave their employees 
in D.C. the day off so that they could par-
ticipate in the march (December 7th Quilt 
Walk for Justice). Beyond the jurisdiction-
al issue, this family entrusted their child to 
this person as a mentor, that’s an immense 
amount of responsibility. Shame on you 
Dollar General, justice should be applied 
equally without prejudice, no matter the 
age, sex or race of the victim or the perpe-
trator. This case represents a threat to every 
Native woman, man and child victimized 
by a non-Indian.”

Above: Phylis Anderson Principal Chief 
of the Mississippi Choctaw was one of 
numerous speakers fighting for both 
victims’ rights and tribal sovereignty.
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Article and photos by Micheal Rios
Coming off a very forgettable 2-18 season 

last year, the Tulalip Heritage Lady Hawks came 
into the season with a renewed sense of purpose: 
returning back to their winning ways and making a 
run at the District 1B title. The team was revamped 
in the off season as key additions Adiya Jones, 
Aliya Jones, Keryn Parks and Desirae Williams 
joined the team. Coming back from last year is 
Michelle Iukes, Myrna Redleaf, Cyena Fryberg 
and Kaenishia Herrera. This year’s team has all the 
components necessary for a winning season and a 
deep playoff push.
 Starting off the season, the Lady Hawks 
hosted the Marysville-Pilchuck Tomahawks 
C-team at Francy J. Sheldon gymnasium on 
Wednesday, December 2. It was obvious from the 
get go that the Tomahawks C-team, a team of all 
freshman, didn’t have the experience to deal with 
a player the likes of Lady Hawks forward/center 
Adiya Jones. Coming off a year in which she led 
La Connor High School to the state playoffs and 
earned All-State First Team honors, Adiya took full 
advantage of the mismatches she had on offense. 
 The Lady Hawks came out firing on all 
cylinders as they quickly took an 18-2 1st quarter 
lead, a lead they never relinquished. It was 
impressive to watch Lady Hawks guard Myrna 
Redleaf hound the ball-handlers of MP all game 
long. Her on-the-ball defense made it very difficult 
for the MP players to pass the ball or even attempt 
a shot. Nothing came easy for MP, as the Lady 
Hawks kept active on defensive, jumping the 
passing lanes and contesting all shot attempts. 
 In the 2nd quarter, the Lady Hawks 
continued to dominate the game on both sides of 
the ball, taking a 36-9 lead into halftime. 

 In the 3rd quarter, - Keryn Parks and Aliya 
Jones both forced multiple turnovers which led 
to easy layups for their team. Adiya continued to 
have her way in the paint both offensively and 
defensively, to the tune of 34 points through 3 
quarters and only a handful of shot attempts for 
MP coming near the rim.
 Going into the 4th quarter, the Lady Hawks 
led 60-17 and gave coach Bubba Fryberg the 
perfect opportunity to give his bench and role 
players quality minutes to build up their on-court 
experience. This time is critical for the long-term 
success of the Lady Hawks, especially in close 

games where every player, every play is crucial to 
earning a W. 
 When the buzzer sounded signaling end of 
game, the Lady Hawks had won 64-22. 
 “It feels really good to be playing my 
final season of high school ball back at home, 
for Heritage,” said Adiya following the lopsided 
victory. “Being able to play with my sister is huge 
as well. We’re so familiar with each other’s game 
that it makes it easier to run our offense. There are 
some areas as a team we’ll look to improve on in 
practice, but it should all come together soon.”

Lady Hawks open season in dominant fashion, win 64-22

Hawks drop 
season opener 

to MP, 52-58
Article and photos by Micheal Rios

The Heritage Hawks basketball 
team opened their season with a home game 
vs. the Marysville-Pilchuck Tomahawk JV 
team on Wednesday, December 2. Last year, 
the Hawks defeated the MP JV team 70-54 
in their season opener, their first win on route 
to a 13-5 regular season and a deep run into 
the 1B Tri-District tournament. This season 
is going to be quite different however, as 
the Hawks graduated four senior starters 










