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By Wade Sheldon 
Crowds gathered for the 22nd 

Annual Tribal Bingo Celebration on 
Monday, April 28, at the Tulalip Bingo 
Hall. Hundreds of tribal members came 
out, eager to try their luck and possibly 
win some extra money during this exciting 
celebration. The event featured three 
sessions, each filled with opportunities to 
win. There were 22 door prize winners of 
$500, and the last door prize winner took 
home $3000. Each session had 18 bingo 
games, where multiple participants could 
win $1,199. Additionally, one lucky grand 
prize winner walked away with $5,000, 
adding to the day’s festive spirit. 
 After many years, tribal elder 
Mel Sheldon did not serve as the MC and 
instead, Tammy Taylor took the reins, 
energizing the crowd and preparing them 
for a fun bingo game. Before starting the 
first game, the bingo caller encouraged 
everyone to shout “bingo,” ensuring no 
one left without having said it at least once. 

Laverne Grove, a tribal elder who 
has attended the Tribal Bingo Celebration 
since its inception, shared her thoughts: 
“My favorite part about the Tribal Bingo 
Celebration is seeing all the people. I love 

to run around and hug everyone I normally 
don’t get to see throughout the year. It’s 
been a wonderful night because I spent it 
with my grandson and son, which truly 
makes me happy.” After years of attending, 
Laverne finally won at bingo, expressing 
her excitement: “This is the first time I 
have ever won, so it’s incredible.”
 Another tribal member who has 
been coming since its beginning was Billy 
Burchett, who wasn’t sure about going to 
the event but made a last-minute decision 
that would turn in his favor. Burchett said, 
“I love coming and hanging out with my 
family. I get to visit with my mom, aunt, 
and uncle plus see a bunch of friends I 
don’t normally see.” When speaking about 
how the night was going for him, he said, 
“It’s going great. I won $1199.”
 As the evening ended, a sense of 
community and shared experience hung in 
the air. Participants departed with a sense 
of contentment, carrying memories and 
reflecting on the event, already anticipating 
next year’s gathering. 

Bingo night is a win-win 
for the community
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By Wade Sheldon
Approximately 20 

percent of the Tulalip Reservation 
comprises wetlands—natural 
systems that help prevent flooding, 
filter contaminants from water 
sources, and provide vital habitat 
and spawning grounds for salmon 
native to the Salish Sea. These 
ecosystems play a crucial role in 
both environmental health and 
cultural preservation.

Cleansing Mother Earth 
and empowering tribal members to 
protect their homelands for future 
generations has never been more 
urgent. On Tuesday, April 22, 
Tulalip’s Earth Day Celebration 
brought the community together 
for a day of learning, restoration, 
and stewardship across several 
locations on the reservation.

At the Tulalip Health 
Clinic, participants revitalized the 
community garden by repurposing 
raised beds and transplanting plants 
grown for giveaways, including 
calendula, a healing herb often 
used to make salves. Meanwhile, 
community members gathered at 
Mission Beach to remove debris 
along the shoreline, while others 
participated in a cleanup effort 
along 27th Avenue near Heritage 
High School.

A guided plant walk took 
place around the ballfield behind the 
Youth Center, educating attendees 
about the reservation’s wetlands. 
Booths were also set up at the Youth 
Center, offering tips on nutrition, 
home renovation, gardening, and 
recycling. Creative and sustainable 
living ideas were introduced, 

such as using hempcrete—a bio-
composite building material 
made from hemp—to construct 
affordable homes. Tulalip is set 
to become one of the first tribal 
communities to build a hempcrete 
house in collaboration with the 
Indigenous Habitat Institute later 
this year.

Other booths shared 
exciting initiatives. TERO provided 
information about solar panel 
installation programs available to 
Tulalip residents. Knox Cellars 
encouraged families to support 
pollinator populations by raising 
backyard beehives. At a fruit 
nutrition station, attendees could 
spin a prize wheel to win fruit and 
learn about healthy eating.

Tribal member Joyia 
Kinlicheeney was among those who 

came out to support the Mission 
Beach cleanup. As garbage bags 
were handed out and participants 
began making their way toward 
the shore, Joyia cheered, “And it 
starts!”—capturing the day’s spirit.

Michelle Bahnick, Wetland 
Biologist with Tulalip Natural 
Resources, led the plant walk and 
shared her expertise on local plant 
species. When the group reached 
the first wetland, Bahnick asked 
if anyone could identify a plant. 
A young girl excitedly called out, 
“Cattails!” Bahnick confirmed and 
explained their dual role. While 
cattails filter pollutants and provide 
habitat, their aggressive growth can 
threaten biodiversity by overtaking 
native species.

“We have excellent 
stormwater developments, but it’s 

Earth Day 
every day

Continued on next page
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nothing compared to what nature 
can do,” Bahnick said. She pointed 
to the wetlands surrounding 
the ballfield as an ecological 
restoration site. “If you impact an 
environmentally sensitive area, you 
become responsible for offsetting 
those impacts,” she noted, referring 
to replanting efforts that have taken 
place near the Youth Center.

Environmental Education 
and Outreach Coordinator Melissa 
Gobin spoke passionately about 
fostering a deeper connection 
between the community and the 
land. “I want them to love the land 
like I love it. I want them to take 
care of this land and take pride in 
it. I don’t want people coming here 
and throwing garbage everywhere. 
This is where we all have to live, 
and we need to act as a community. 
I want them to love it like it’s their 

mother.”
She also sees youth 

education as the key to lasting 
change. “Teaching kids through 
outreach education is what I think 
will get people more passionate 
about caring for the land—it’s 
contagious,” she said.

Gobin warned that 
neglecting the land will bring 
severe consequences. “If we don’t 
care for Mother Earth, she will fight 
back. You can expect a polluted 
environment where fish could 
become extinct, and animals will 
have nowhere to live. The water 
will be polluted, the air will suffer, 
and climate change will worsen. 
We’re already seeing these effects 
and need to act to prevent further 
damage.”

When speaking on how 
all those who came out took away 

from today, she hopes participants 
walked away feeling inspired and 
empowered. “I want them to develop 
a love for nature, to get their hands 
in the dirt and truly appreciate 
what Mother Earth provides. They 
should feel empowered to grow one 
plant or start a garden. They can 
volunteer and learn about important 
restoration projects for salmon, 
bees, and other pollinators. It’s all 
connected, forming one huge cycle 
of life that we must protect.”

Tulalip’s Earth Day 
celebration served as a reminder 

that environmental responsibility 
doesn’t begin and end with a single 
day- it’s a continuous commitment 
rooted in culture, community, and 
care for the land. From restoring 
gardens to learning about native 
plants and sustainable building, 
every action taken reflects a 
growing movement toward 
harmony with nature. As more 
people participate in these efforts, 
the hope is that Earth Day becomes 
more than a date on the calendar- 
it becomes a way of life. Let every 
day be Earth Day. 
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 Tulalip artist, Kiana Kona, 
attended her first cedar weaving 
workshop at the Tulalip Hibulb 
Cultural Center, where her passion 
for the craft inspired her to establish 
KKONA LLC, a jewelry company 
rooted in cultural artistry. While 
Kiana began creating jewelry 
in high school, cedar weaving 
introduced her to a new and deeply 
meaningful creative dimension. 
She became captivated by the 
process and cultural significance 
of sustainably harvesting cedar to 
crafting finished pieces. Over the 
years, Kiana has released multiple 
jewelry collections, blending 
natural, eco-conscious materials. 
Her innovative approach, 
combining woven salmon skin and 
cedar, has defined her signature 
style, pushing the boundaries of 
traditional design.
 KKONA LLC’s products 
are now sold throughout the Pacific 
Northwest at powwows, fashion 
shows, cultural centers, gift 
shops and online. In a significant 
milestone, Kiana recently launched 
her MMIW Collection One, 
dedicated to raising awareness for 

Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women.
 Kiana was recently invited 
to represent Tulalip artistry at the 
prestigious SWAIA Native Fashion 
Week (SNFW) in May, that is “a 
platform for Native designers to 
shape the future of the industry 
while honoring their culture and 
community.” The event marks 
a pinnacle in Kiana’s career. 
Reflecting on the opportunity, 
Kiana shared, “Participating in 
SNFW has been a dream. I never 
imagined it would happen so soon. 
I’m deeply honored to showcase my 
work and represent my community 
this year.”

Kiana Kona, CEO and Artist
Instagram @kkonallc 
kkonallc@outlook.com
https://www.kkonallc.com/

KKONA LLC attending SWAIA Native Fashion Week (SNFW)
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Court notices
TUL-CV-2025-0213, Summons by Publication, Tulalip 
Tribal Court, Tulalip, WA. To: Michael P. John-son (D.O.B. 
7/05/1965). You are herby notified that a petition for a 
domestic violence protection order was filed on the above 
entitled court pursuant to TTC 4.25 You are hereby summoned 
to appear regard-ing the above-entitled action at a hearing 
on June 11th, 2025 at 9am, at Tulalip Tribal Court 6332 
31st Ave NE, Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. Notice: You have 
important legal rights and you must take steps to protect your 
interests. If you fail to answer, judgment may be rendered 
against you. Date first pub-lished, May 3rd, 2025.

TUL-CV-AH-2025-0118. SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA. To: JOANNE GRACE 
FRYBERG. YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a Petition for Anti-Harassment Protection Order was filed in the 
above-entitled Court. You are hereby summoned to appear and defend regarding the above-entitled action at a hearing 
on MAY 7, 2025, at 10:30 A.M. IN PERSON in Tulalip Tribal Court, 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271.  
NOTICE: You have important legal rights and you must take steps to protect your interests. IF YOU FAIL TO AN-
SWER JUDGMENT WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date first published: April 12, 2025. 

TUL-CV-YI-2025-0260. SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA. In Re the Welfare of:  B. 
J. E. TO: ALISHIA MARIE ELLIS, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a Petition and Order for Emergency Pick 
Up and Protective Custody was filed in the above-entitled Court pursuant to TTC 4.05. You are hereby summoned 
to appear and defend regarding the above-entitled action at an IN PERSON Adjudicatory Hearing as to Mother on 
TUESDAY, JUNE 10, 2025, at 09:00 A.M. IN PERSON in Tulalip Tribal Court; go to: 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, 
Tulalip, WA 98271. NOTICE: You have important legal rights and you must take steps to protect your interests. IF 
YOU FAIL TO ANSWER JUDGMENT WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date first published: April 19, 2025. 

Notice by Publication: CAMERON CRAIG, Petitioner v. DAVID CAVENDER, Respondent. Tulalip Tribal Court No. 
TUL-CV-AH-2025-0170. To the above-named Respondent: You are hereby summoned to appear and defend the 
above-entitled action in Tulalip Tribal Court at 9:00 a.m. on July 1, 2025. You must attend the hearing AND answer 
the complaint by filing a response within 60 days of the first publication of this summons. If you fail to do so, judgement 
will be entered against you according to the demand of the complaint. This is an anti-harassment protection order 
case. A copy of the complaint is on file with the Tulalip Court Clerk. Date summons first published: April 19, 2025. 
Address for service:7412 Larry Price Loop Rd., Unit B, Tulalip, WA 98271.

TUL-CV-PO-2025-0169, Summons by Publication, Tu-
lalip Tribal Court, Tulalip, WA. To: Jordy Amevo (D.O.B. 
12/13/2004). You are herby notified that a petition for a do-
mestic violence protection order was filed on the above en-
titled court pursuant to TTC 4.25. you are hereby summoned 
to appear regarding the above-entitled action at a hearing on 
June 3rd, 2025 at 9am, at Tulalip Tribal Court 6332 31st Ave 
NE, Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. Notice: You have important 
legal rights and you must take steps to protect your interests. 
If you fail to answer, judgment may be rendered against you. 
Date first published, April 26th, 2025.




