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Volume 41  No. 33 Saturday August 21, 2021

See Youth Writing,  page 7

See Honoring Officer Cortez, page 4

By Micheal Rios
Over the last 

five weeks, a group 
of Tulalip youth with 
a shared interest for 
writing met at Hibulb 
Cultural Center to 
embrace their creative 
sides, while improving 
their intellectual skills 
for the upcoming school 
year. Led by local author 
and Cascade High 
School teacher Steve 
Bertrand, the Youth 
Writer’s Workshop 
came together Monday 
mornings for two-hour 
sessions. 

The future of Tulalip literacy 
is in good hands

Honoring Officer Charlie Cortez
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In memoriam: 
Frank F. Madison, 1923-2002
Sherrill Guydelkon, 1945-2008

Not 
getting

 your 
syəcəb?

 Contact Rosie 
Topaum at 

360.716.4298 
or  

rtopaum@tulalip-
tribes-nsn.gov

For program scheduling, visit:
http://www.tulaliptv.com/

tulaliptv-schedule/

www.tulaliptv.com

Covid-19 Vaccine Clinic
    The Tulalip Community Health Department 
has  re-opened the Covid-19 Vaccine Clinic.
Please see all the details for this outlined be-
low:
 Vaccine
• We will be administering 1st & 2nd doses 

of the Moderna COVID-19 mRNA Vaccine 
ONLY

• We will NOT be administering any 3rd 
dose booster immunizations

 Hours & Location
• Tulalip Dining Hall: 4032 76th Pl NW, 

Tulalip, WA 98271
• Tuesdays & Thursdays
• 9am-11:30am & 1pm-3pm

 Eligibility
• Tulalip Tribal Members 18+ years old
• Tulalip Tribal employees 18+ years old
• Tulalip Gaming Operations employees 18+ 

years old
• Quil Ceda Village employees 18+ years old
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By Kalvin Valdillez
 It has been nine months 
since the tragic accident occurred 
on local waters, claiming the life 
of a young, Tulalip tribal member. 
At the age of 29, Charlie Cortez 
was pronounced lost at sea, paying 
the ultimate sacrifice in the line of 
duty as a Tulalip Fish and Wildlife 
Officer. 
 On the afternoon of August 
17, Charlie’s family and friends, 
as well as both the tribal and law 
enforcement communities, gathered 
at the Angels of the Winds Arena 
in Everett for the fallen hero’s 
memorial service. 
 “Charlie was a kind man 
who always greeted you with a 
smile,” said Tulalip Chairwoman, 
Teri Gobin. “He was so sweet. When 
I think about Charlie as a child, I 
think about all the memories that the 
family has of him growing up, all of 
his adventures. I think about how 
he grew up to be such an honorable 
young man. He made his family, 
his ancestors, and his community 
very proud. Charlie was not only 

a motocross rider, that’s where he 
spent a lot of his youth, they were 
always on the road having a blast 
with the family, but he was an avid 
hunter and fisherman. He was also 
an awesome father, son, grandson, 
nephew, cousin and friend.” 
 With each day that passed 
since that stormy night on November 
17, when Charlie’s vessel capsized, 
the family remained optimistic and 
hopeful that the beloved officer 
would be found and brought home. 
When the heartbreaking news first 
broke, volunteers from near and 
far dedicated their time, scouring 
the sea and shoreline in search of 
Charlie. 
 Tulalip Vice-Chairman, 
Glen Gobin shared, “Nobody 
thought we’d be at this point when 
we got that call, that we had a boat 
tip over and there were people in the 
water. When the call went out, many 
people answered. Many of our local 
sister tribes, local law enforcement 
agencies, fire departments, Navy, 
Coast Guard, and our tribal 
fisherman. And they came out 

Honoring Officer Cortez from front page 

in weather conditions that they 
normally would’ve not went out for. 
When the call came out, they freely 
went out in the storm to search. In 
hopes of a different conclusion, 
many stayed out there 24-36 hours 
straight searching, only to go home 
to take a nap and continue on. For 
weeks that took place. It was really 
hard this past nine months, for the 
family, for the community. For the 
family, it felt like unfinished work 
we need to conclude here, but can’t 
yet.”

 Charlie’s family was 
embraced by the law enforcement 
community over the recent months. 
His name eternalized on memorial 
walls in Spokane, Olympia and 
Washington D.C., and also displayed 
upon medals and plaques, honoring 
the man who died while defending 
tribal treaty rights. Although the 
family is very appreciative of those 
accolades and acts-of-recognition, 
they still remain deprived of closure 
as his remains have yet-to-be 
recovered.
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 “It means a great deal to our family that we’re 
finally able to have a service to honor our Charlie,” 
tearfully expressed Charlie’s cousin, Casey Woods. “We 
were never expecting this type of tragedy to happen, 
especially to him. Charlie, you give me strength. I was 
so hopeful in the beginning. I miss you, Charlie. I tried 
to make the most meaning of your absence, a constant 
battle between denial and acceptance. I just couldn’t 
believe someone as good as you could be taken from 
us. I know your spirit is alive and well in all our hearts. 
Charlie, you are truly one of a kind and that is the hardest 
part, to go on without you.”
 The beautiful and moving ceremony opened 
with a performance of the National Anthem by Tulalip 
tribal member Cerissa Kitchens. An acoustic guitar 
cover of Go Rest High on the Mountain was performed 
by Tribal member Andrew Gobin. Lieutenant Governor 
Danny Heck spoke to the family, offering encouraging 
words while he also presented them with the Washington 
State flag. The family also received the Tulalip Tribes 
flag from the Chairwoman and the U.S. flag from Tulalip 
Chief of Police, Chris Sutter. 
 “Charlie, as a tribal member, grew up learning and 
hearing the stories of tribal elders and leaders who fought 
the battles to uphold and preserve tribal sovereignty and 
treaty rights,” stated Chief Sutter. “As a fish and wildlife 
officer, he took his duty seriously and understood the 
higher significance of his work, which was to protect 
the sovereignty and treaty rights and preserve the way 
of life for tribal hunters, fisherman, gatherers and future 
generations of tribal members. Charlie always had a 
smile as you can see in his photos. Charlie was kind. He 
was well-liked by all. He was always was willing to help 
and give assistance.”

He continued, “To Charlie’s two children 
Dominic and Peyton, his parents Alan and Paula, brother 
Moochie, grandmother Sandra and all the aunts, uncles, 
cousins, extended family and loved ones, on behalf of the 
men and women of the Tulalip Tribal Police Department, 
no words can adequately express our sorrow and grief. 
We offer our heartfelt condolences and send our support, 
love and prayers that you may receive God’s peace and 
comfort in this time of loss and remembrance.”

Continued on next page
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In addition to the heartfelt 
words shared by cousin Casey, 
Chief Sutter, Teri and Glen, TPD 
Commander Robert Myers and 
TPD Sergeant Chris Gobin both 
fondly recalled their time spent with 
Charlie as members of the Tulalip 
law enforcement agency. Father Pat 
Twohy provided the service with 
an opening prayer, cedar blessing 
and the benediction. A slideshow 
celebrating Officer’s Cortez’s life, 
filled with pictures from his youth 
and selfies with his children, had 
the entire arena in tears. Margie 
Santibanez read the eulogy on behalf 
of the family and Tulalip drummers 
and singers provided medicine by 
way of traditional songs. The Seattle 
Police Pipes and Drums ensemble 
performed Amazing Grace on 

bagpipes, which was followed by a 
21-gun salute. 

The stage was decorated 
with all the things that Charlie 
loved, from hunting to motocross 
to protecting and serving his 
community, Charlie’s certificates, 
uniforms, medals, accolades, 
trophies, and family portraits were 
on display, celebrating his legacy. 
Because he has yet to return home, 
a traditional bentwood box was 
donated and then customized in 
Charlie’s honor. The box was filled 
with personal items by his loved 
ones, and utilized as a way for the 
family to say their good-byes.

“As you all know, we never 
did recover Charlie,” said Glen. 
“In the box, the family has placed 
mementos, things of importance to 

them, things that were important to 
Charlie, in a way to continue to pass 
down his memories. The family, 
at various times if they want to, 
can open the box and they can go 
through and talk about the items 
in there with Charlie’s children, 
Charlie’s grandchildren when they 
come, other family members. I 
encourage each and every one of 
us to not be afraid to talk about 
Charlie. Don’t hold back. Share the 
memories, share the stories, share 
the feelings. Charlie’s life was not 
about the end, it was everything up 
to it. That’s what we carry within 
us, that’s what gives us strength to 
continue on and that’s what keeps 
his memories alive.”

The family indicated that 
although his memorial service took 

place, the search for Charlie will 
continue. After the service, Charlie’s 
family turned to the crowd outside 
of the Angels of the Winds Arena 
and raised their hands to everyone 
in attendance, thanking them in 
traditional Tulalip fashion for their 
love and support during their time 
of need. 

Thank you for keeping 
Charlie’s family and the Tulalip 
Police Department in your prayers. 
As always, please send any potential 
evidence, information or your 
own informal searches to us by 
texting 360-926-5059, or emailing 
bringofficercortezhome@gmail.
com, or leaving a voicemail at (909) 
294-6356.
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Youth Writing from front page 

 “Our workshop was open to students between 
5th and 12th grade. Every week focused on a different 
form of creative writing, from short stories to letters 
to songs and poetry,” explained Steve. He brought 
a wealth of experience to the workshop with over 
40-years of teaching experience and more than 35 
books published.
 “From brainstorming and idea development 
to rough drafts and the editing process to final 
publication and sharing with the group, I’ve been 
really impressed with the kids and how much material 
they developed in such a short amount of time,” he 
continued. “Throughout my career I’ve taught both 
middle schoolers and high schoolers, and it’s always 
remarkable to witness the creativity and openness of 
younger people. The students I was fortunate to teach 
here were eager to learn and embraced all the forms of 
writing.” 
 Every day kids experience events that are 
new to them. In doing so, they learn new words 
that expand their vocabulary and have new ideas 
that help them develop a creative and curious mind 
to understand the world around them. By encouraging 
children to write from a young age, they can develop 
critical emotional skills that are beneficial at any age. 
Channeling emotions, being able to manage a difficult 
situation, and understanding how others feel are just 
some of the skills invoked through creative writing.
 A group of middle schoolers giving up pre-
cious hours of their summer break to develop their 
writing skills seems farfetched, that is until you talk to 
the students in question. Then it becomes clear you’re 
dealing with the kind of academic achievers who don’t 
require encouragement to explore their imaginations, 
nor are they bashful about conveying their personal 
experiences and emotions through written word.
 “I enjoyed learning new ways to write,” said 
soon-to-be 6th grader Allyea Hernandez. “Learning 
how to properly write a poem was my favorite part 
of the class. Poetry isn’t something I’m really inter-
ested in, but it was still fun learning how there are so 
many ways to create a poem. Did you know they don’t 
have to rhyme? They can be about mood and emotion. 
I wrote a poem about happiness that my mom really 
liked.”
 “It’s been fun. There were way more types 
of writing than I thought, but Steve is a really good 
teacher and made learning about the different writ-
ing forms enjoyable,” added future 7th grader Kileea 
Pablo. She mentioned writing with a focus on imag-
ery, rhyme, metaphor and personification would help 
her in English and Literature classes she’ll be taking 
next month. “I know I’ll be doing a lot of writing in 
7th grade and wanted to get a head start practicing and 
learning new writing skills by coming here. It was 
worth it. I’m more confident expressing emotion in 
my writing now.”

“Writing is something you need to know how 
to do well, otherwise you can’t really get far.” 

- Allyea Hernandez 

Continued on next page
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Friendship
Friendship is the best.

Everyone knows that friends last.
That’s why I stick with mine.

- Amaya Hernandez 

Happiness
Happiness is as yellow as a lemon on a hot summer day. 

Sounds like a bumblebee buzzing or a bird chirping.
Tastes like sweet vanilla ice cream. 

Smells like your mothers homemade cookies out of the oven. 
Looks like a cozy bed after a long day. 

It makes you feel joyous. 

- Allyea Hernandez

 In a world where text speak and emojis are so common, cre-
ative writing helps to develop writing skills that are being forgot-
ten about. If a youth cannot communicate effectively through written 
word, the problem may only become worse as they grow older. En-
couraging creative writing can help a young person, better yet anyone 
of any age, to communicate effectively.
 Middle schooler Allyea put it best when she proclaimed, 
“Writing is something you need to know how to do well, otherwise 
you can’t really get far.” 
 Concluding their fifth and final writer’s workshop, the word-
smiths in training proudly displayed their certificates of completion in 
front of the latest Hibulb exhibit ‘The Power of Words: A History of 
Tulalip Literacy.” If these Tulalip writers have anything to say about 
it, the future of Tulalip literacy is in pretty good hands, too.

By Kalvin Valdillez
 Nearly thirty vehicles formed a line that began on 76th 
St. NW, wrapped around 36th Ave NW, and led to the Betty J. 
Taylor Early Learning Academy parking lot on a hazy August 
afternoon. Inside each car were eager and excited students who 
successfully completed the academy’s birth-to-three program 
and have now earned the official title as the new ‘big kids’ of 
the early learning center.
 In total, thirty-nine future leaders received their very-
first certification-of-completion and will be moving-up to the 
pre-school side of the academy beginning next school year. 

As each car entered the parking lot, the students 
received a large cut-out star with their names written across 
it. When the cars drove through the TELA property, the 
students were cheered on by their teachers, friends and family 
members, who recognized the little ones for their first-of-many 
accomplishments of their educational journey. 

 “Today we had our Paddle to Pre-school Parade,” 
said Marcilena Vela, TELA Birth-to-Three Administrator. 
“Our three-year-old’s, from our birth-to-three early head start 
program, are moving over to either Montessori or ECEAP 
next year. This is our first drive-thru celebration parade, due to 
COVID. We usually host it up at the gym. This is important to 
celebrate because this is a milestone for the kids, and it gives 
them the opportunity to show how much they’ve accomplished 
in the short little three years of their lives. We had a great 
turnout! We had 27 out 39 children.”

The kiddos also received gift baskets and popcorn 
buckets from their teachers, a bittersweet moment for both 
parties as they shared a final student-teacher exchange together 
before the students begin the next exciting phase of their 
education across campus.  

Paddle to Pre-School Parade
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Washington Conservation Corps 
seeking members for 2021-2022 

service year

 Hello! Washington Conservation Corps, 
an AmeriCorps program housed within the De-
partment of Ecology, is seeking members for 
our 2021-2022 service year. The WCC provides 
hands-on environmental service opportunities to 
young adults (ages 18-25) and military veterans. 
We are currently recruiting 11-month field crew 
members throughout Washington! Successful ap-
plicants will start their terms on Oct. 4, 2021. Po-
sition information is below, please post or pass 
along however you see fit.

Organization: Washington Conservation Corps
Position title:  Field Crew Member (11-month 
positions)

Description:
Improve habitat for fish and wildlife, serve out-
doors, and gain hands-on environmental skills by 
joining the Washington Conservation Corps! We 

are now recruiting AmeriCorps members on our 
crews statewide, including positions in Snohom-
ish County. With 260 field crew opportunities 
and an internship program, we offer a wide 
range of exciting, valuable opportunities in the 
environmental field.
Serving on a WCC crew means spending your 
days outdoors, in all types of weather, accom-
plishing projects that restore and enhance land-
scapes across Washington. Members serve on a 
crew of five AmeriCorps members, along with an 
experienced crew supervisor who provides train-
ing, mentorship, and development opportunities.
Daily activities could range from planting trees 
and shrubs, to using hand and power tools, to 
building trails, bridges, boardwalks, to gaining 
hands-on skills trainings, and more. Our field 
crews are located across the state, focusing on ev-
ery aspect of environmental restoration and trail 
enhancement. From backcountry trail crews to 
urban restoration crews - we have an opportunity 
for you!
Safety measures for field activities will include 
continued physical distancing, wearing a mask as 
needed, washing hands with soap regularly, and 

meeting respiratory protection requirements for 
travel in a crew truck*. (*This may include N-95, 
KN-95 and/or P-100 respirators, all of which re-
quire removal of facial hair for adequate fit.)

Qualifications: Must be 18-25 years old, with 
exceptions for those with military service or men-
tal or sensory disabilities. Preference is given to 
Washington state residents.

AmeriCorps Eligibility: U.S. Citizen, U.S. Na-
tional, or Lawful Permanent U.S. Resident Alien

Pay: Members earn a semi-monthly living al-
lowance of $1,116 and receive an AmeriCorps 
Education Award of $6,345 (scholarship) upon 
successful completion of 11-month contract (and 
1700 hours). Educational loan forbearance is 
available. Basic healthcare offered by WCC.

Start date: Oct. 4, 2021.
End date: Sept. 8, 2022.
How to apply: Apply online at ecology.wa.gov/
wcc.
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TUL-CV-YG-2021-0347 and TUL-CV-YG-2021-0348. SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION Tulalip 
Tribal Court, Tulalip WA. In re the Guardianship of S. J. R. S. and In re the Guardianship of  K. I. S. 
TO: BRANDI NICOLE JONES: YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that two Youth Guardianship ac-
tions were filed in the above-entitled Court pursuant to TTC 4.05 regarding the above mentioned 
youths. You are hereby summoned to appear and defend regarding the above entitled actions at a 
hearing on October 21, 2021 at 9:00 A.M. in Tulalip Tribal Court, 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, Tul-
alip, WA 98271. Should the Court rooms be closed due to covid-19 you should call in to your hear-
ing via GoToMeeting, phone number: 1-571-317-3112, access code: 286-262-589. NOTICE: You 
have important legal rights and you must take steps to protect your interests. IF YOU FAIL TO AN-
SWER JUDGMENT WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date first published: August 21, 2021.

IN THE MUCKLESHOOT TRIBAL COURT OF JUSTICE FOR THE MUCKLESHOOT 
INDIAN RESERVATION AUBURN, WASHINGTON. IN RE THE GUARDIANSHIP 
OF: W.B.DOB:01/04/2017 AN INDIAN YOUT Case No.: MUC-G-08/21-121 NOTICE 
OF GUARDIANSHIP READINESS HEARING. LUIS ESPARZA, RECOMMENDED 
GUARDIAN; PRINCESS PAUL, MOTHER; ANTHONY BENNETT, FATHER; DOR-
RY PETERSON, PROSECUTOR; MCFS MANAGEMENT. YOU AND EACH OF YOU 
will please take notice that a Petition for Guardianship has been filed for the above 
named child and a Guardianship Readiness Hearing will take place on TUESDAY the 
19th day of OCTOBER, 2021 beginning at 1:30PM, in the Muckleshoot Tribal Court 
of Justice, located on the Muckleshoot Indian Reservation, Auburn, Washington. The 
purpose of this hearing is to determine whether the Petition for Guardianship is con-
tested and if so, then setting this case for a Trial to establish a Guardianship for the 
above named child.  Per Section Title 12 Section 12A.05.050 of the Muckleshoot 
Tribal Court, Muckleshoot Child and Family Services shall file a written Guardianship 
Qualifications Report containing information on the qualifications of the proposed 
guardian to provide parent care, and abilities to fulfill the requirements in section 
12/A.050.070, and the preparer’s recommendations at least ten (10) days prior to the 
final Guardianship hearing and/or Trial date.  The court will be making a determina-
tion that may affect your rights and responsibilities with regard to the above named 
child.  Should you fail to appear at the hearing a default judgment could be entered 
against you and you could lose your rights in regard to this child.  A facilitated Family 
Group Meeting will be made available if requested by any party. All parties are en-
titled to have legal representation at this hearing at their own expense, meaning you 
are solely responsible for any legal fees charged by your attorney or spokesperson.  
If you have any questions regarding the nature of this hearing or the location of the 
Court, please contact either the Court Clerk at (253)876-3203, or the Tribal Prosecu-
tor at (253)876-2981.  Dated this 13 August 2021 Julia R. Brown, COURT CLERK / 
ADMINISTRATOR PHONE:(253) 876-3203, FAX:(253) 876-2903

TUL-CV-CU-2021-0201. SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA. 
In Re the Custody of: R. S. A. E. Jr.  TO: RYAN STEVEN ALLEN ERVIN: YOU ARE HERE-
BY NOTIFIED that a Petition for Child Custody, Residential Schedule/Parenting Plan and/
or Child Support and a Summons for Custody/Parenting Plan and a Proposed Parenting Plan 
were filed in the above-entitled Court pursuant to TTC 4.20. You are hereby summoned to ap-
pear and defend regarding the above entitled action at a hearing on Tuesday, August 31, 2021 
at 11:00 a.m. in Tulalip Tribal Court, 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. Should 
the Court rooms be closed due to Covid-19 you should call in to your hearing via GoToMeet-
ing, phone number: 1- 224-501-3412, access code: 212-638-629 NOTICE: You have impor-
tant legal rights and you must take steps to protect your interests. IF YOU FAIL TO ANSWER 
JUDGMENT WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date first published: July 17, 2021.

TUL-CV-CU-2021-0149. SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA. In Re 
the Custody of: K.G. TO: Alyse Gales: YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a Petition for Child 
Custody, and Proposed Parenting Plan was filed in the above-entitled Court pursuant to TTC 4.20. 
NOTICE: You have important legal rights and you must take steps to protect your interests. IF 
YOU FAIL TO ANSWER JUDGMENT WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date first pub-
lished: August 21, 2021.

Photo of 
Tulalip 

Submitted by 
Tristan Maltos James 
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