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By Micheal Rios
For the first time ever, 

the red, white and black colors 
of the Tulalip flag are soaring 
over every Marysville School 
District campus. Tulalip’s 

iconic orca was raised up 
at each elementary, middle 
school, high school, and even 
District headquarters during 
the week of November 17th. 

In each instance, the 3 
foot by 5 foot cloth signifying 
the Tulalip Tribes as a sovereign 
nation was raised by a proud 
student representative and 
young Tulalip culture bearer.

Invisible no more:
Tulalip flag soars at every Marysville 

School District campus

See Flag, page 5

Students celebrate 
Tulalip Day



The Tulalip Tribes are successors in interest to the Snohomish, Snoqualmie and 
Skykomish Tribe and other tribes and bands signatory to the 
Treaty of Point Elliot, January 22, 1855

syəcəb, the weekly newspaper of the Tulalip Tribes

Reporter: Micheal Rios, 360.716.4198, mrios@tulaliptribes-nsn.gov
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Published once-a week with special issues by:
 Tulalip Media & Marketing
6406 Marine Drive, Tulalip, WA 98271
360-716-4200; fax 360-716-0621
email: editor@tulaliptribes-nsn.gov
    Deadline for contribution is Monday, with publication on
the following Saturday.

In memoriam: 
Frank F. Madison, 1923-2002
Sherrill Guydelkon, 1945-2008

Not 
getting

 your 
syəcəb?

 Contact Rosie 
Topaum at 

360.716.4298 
or  

rtopaum@tulalip-
tribes-nsn.gov

For program scheduling, visit:
http://www.tulaliptv.com/

tulaliptv-schedule/

www.tulaliptv.com

syəcəb 
holiday 
schedule: 
Due to Christmas 
and New Years, 
there will be no 
December 25, 
2021 or 
January 1, 2022
issues of the 
syəcəb. 

The first issue of 
2022 will be 
January 8, with a 
submission due 
date of January 3. 

Happy holidays! 
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Boom City 
Permits

Boom City New 
Years permits 

will be sold 
Friday, 

December 10 
at the Admin 

Building
10am-4pm

$150
Acceptable
payment:

Money order 
or

cashiers check
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By Kalvin Valdillez
 One year after the Tulalip community and 
various law enforcement agencies scoured the open 
waters and surrounding shorelines, hoping to find 
any sign of Tulalip Fish and Wildlife Officer Charlie 
Cortez who was reported lost at sea while on duty, 
they convened once more at the Tulalip Bay Marina 
in his honor. 

Ever since that stormy night of November 
17, 2020, Charlie’s family, friends, Tribe and fellow 
officers have been grappling with his absence and 
missing his presence. Charlie’s infectious laughter and 
one-of-a-kind personality often left anyone who had 
the pleasure of interacting with him with a huge smile, 
much like his very own, a signature known by those 
who held him dearest throughout the reservation.

Officer Cortez’s signature smile will live on 
forever, not only in memory of his loved ones, but at 
the front of the Tulalip Marina Building on a plaque 
that officially identifies the recently constructed 
establishment as the Tulalip Tribes Charlie Joe Cortez 
Marina Building.

Tulalip Marina building named in honor of Charlie Cortez
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“November 17th is a day 
we’ll remember forever, having 
one of our officers lost in the line 
of duty,” said Tulalip Chairwoman, 
Teri Gobin. “It’s important to take 
time to heal as a community. Not 
only his children but his family, you 
are his legacy. You will be moving 
forward with his work, his words, 
bringing his memory through.”

 She continued, “My heart 
breaks for each and every one of you. 
To lose a son, a brother, grandson, 
a father, it’s something that can’t 
be replaced. But eventually every 
time you think about him, you’ll 
be thinking of the happy times, 
the laughs and good times you had 
together. We know he is okay now, 
he’s with our people, he’s with his 
grandparents and family on the other 

side. It’s an honor to be here today 
to support the family and naming 
this building after our fallen officer, 
Charlie Joe Cortez.”

Lushootseed Language 
Warrior, Natosha Gobin, said a prayer 
in the traditional sduhubs language 
before Tribal members Glen Gobin 
(Vice-Chair), Kelly Moses and Jason 
Gobin offered a song and a blessing 
of the new building. Tulalip Chief 
of Police Chris Sutter also shared a 
few heartfelt remarks as he fondly 
reminisced the fallen hero and 
extended his love and condolences 
to the family. Chief Sutter then called 
upon Charlie’s daughter, Peyton, to 
help unveil the plaque. On her count, 
they removed the blanket which 
covered the engraving together, 
much to the cheers, tears, claps 

and hand squeezes of the crowd of 
approximately one-hundred people. 

Following the ceremony, 
Charlie’s family held a luncheon 
at the Tulalip Gathering Hall, 
where they gifted the Tribe’s BOD 
and executive staff members with 
blankets for the special honoring, 
as well as bracelets, which read 
Charlie’s name and End of Watch 
date. They also offered t-shirts and 
candles to the community for their 
support over the past year.  

“It was very heartwarming 
to see the community gather 
together today, as well as the other 
law enforcement agencies that came 
in our support,” expressed Charlie’s 
mother, Paula Cortez. “Seeing the 
plaque for the first time, it was very 
beautiful. It warmed my heart to see 

the effort that went into dedicating 
the Marina building in Charlie Joe 
Cortez’s name. I am deeply grateful 
to the Board of Directors for making 
the decision to dedicate the building, 
it really means a lot to us and the 
family.

“It’s going to be a place 
where his kids can go to pay tribute 
to their dad on special days like his 
birthday or Father’s Day. We haven’t 
had a real place to go except for the 
memorial wall that we decorated 
down there. I think it’s important for 
the kids and the future generations 
to see that the Tribe honored Charlie 
in a good way as a fallen officer. The 
ceremony was just beautiful and it 
really touched all of our hearts.”

 “About a decade ago, my 
coworker Ricky Belmont and I 
started asking the schools we work 
at to fly the Tulalip Tribes flag out 
of recognition for the tribe being a 
sovereign nation and to honor the 
treaty lands that schools are built 
upon,” explained Matt Remle, In-
dian Education Program Coordina-
tor for Marysville School District. 
“Last spring, Marysville Pilchuck 
High School became the first school 

to agree and now flies the flag daily.
 “Last month, in collabo-
ration with the Tulalip Tribes and 
the MSD equity department, [we 
received authorization] to raise the 
Tulalip flag at the district office. By 
the end of November, every school 
in the district was raising the Tulalip 
flag. No more erasure, no more in-
visibility!”
 It’s no secret that Marysville 
and Tulalip have a history rife with 
conflict and misunderstanding, es-

pecially when it comes to the sub-
ject of education. However, flying 
the Tulalip flag is a symbol of hope 
for the future. It’s an action that 
intends to create a better partner-
ship between the two communities, 
while acknowledging the Tribe’s 
self-governed and federally recog-
nized status.
 “I grew up in a time when 
it wasn’t safe to be Indian in the 
Marysville School District,” shared 
Quil Ceda Vice Principal Chelsea 

Craig. “We had to check being In-
dian at the door. We didn’t see our-
selves in the school. We didn’t see 
ourselves in the curriculum. So now, 
this simple act of raising our Tulalip 
flag on these school campuses be-
comes a huge act of healing for our 
Marysville/Tulalip community. This 
is the joining of two communities on 
the homeland of our people.
 “This is the start of a must-
needed change,” she continued. “My 
dream is seeing our own curriculum 

Flag from front page 

Continued on next page
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in the schools and for Since Time Imme-
morial to be taught in every classroom, 
not just in history. And for all the youth 
here at this history making moment, you 
are the ones who know how to do this 
world better. I see you doing that every 
day. Treating one another with love and 
respect. You are our future leaders, so I 
want you all to be witness of this work 
here today. When you’re older, you’ll 
remember why we did this. You’ll know 
what it really means to be one as a Marys-
ville/Tulalip community and you’ll make 
sure this kind of good work continues.”
 From the schools to the District 
headquarters, every time the orca was 
raised up it was treated as a moment to 
educate and celebrate. Tulalip represen-
tatives from our own Education division 
and cultural ambassadors spoke passion-
ately about what this show of respect 
means for the many Native students with-
in the school district. It allows a more di-
verse student body to feel accepted and 
be openly proud of their culture.
 After tribal members and school 
administrators lent historical perspec-
tive and words of encouragement for a 
brighter future to the large gatherings at 
each school flag pole, a coalition of Na-
tive representatives with drum-in-hand 
offered traditional canoe family songs. 
The sentiment being in order for both 
communities to in face move forward to-

gether and in a good way, they’d have to 
pull in synch and in the same direction, 
like a canoe family. 
 The final stop on the multi-day 
mission to raise the Tulalip flag across 
all Marysville School District campuses 
was Tulalip’s own Early Learning Acad-
emy. The expectation being that for these 
young ones, they grow up in a school 
district only knowing what it’s like to be 
accepted and embraced for their cultural 
traditions and teachings. A special mo-
ment occurred when the group prepared 
to sing their canoe songs. 
 “A staff member brought her 
grandson to me and asked if he could 
drum with us,” said Matt Remle. “Made 
my heart feel good. That’s why we do 
what do for the next generation. So they 
can grow up in a better society, not invis-
ible but instead empowered and uplifted. 
Knowing they’re sovereign, knowing that 
they can be themselves no matter where 
they are.”
 By adding the Tulalip flag to the 
same pole that holds the United States 
and Washington State flags, Marysville 
School District recognizes Tulalip’s in-
herent sovereignty as an indigenous na-
tion and acknowledges that the best way 
forward is in partnership, pulling togeth-
er.
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By Kalvin Valdillez
 Prior to a four-day 
holiday weekend, the students 
of Quil Ceda Tulalip Elementary 
(QCT) and Tulalip Heritage High 
spent the morning of November 
24 immersed in Tulalip culture. 
Engaging in song and dance, 
and even speaking traditional 
Lushootseed, the kids were 
excited to participate in the return 
of the school’s yearly Tulalip 
Day celebration.
 An official holiday 
for the Tribe and surrounding 
communities, Tulalip Day is 
observed on the last Friday of 
every November and honors the 
sovereignty, resiliency, heritage, 
traditions and culture of the 
Tulalip Tribes. 
 QCT Vice-Principal 
Chelsea Craig shared, “This is 
significant because the colonized 
education system attempted 
genocide on our people at the 
Tulalip boarding school. Every 
generation since then, our people 
have not been able to be proud 
of who they are and be their full-
selves in public school systems. 
We’re changing the paradigm 
of that. We are providing a 
place where every person can 
be proud of who they are, no 
matter what culture they come 
from, and know that we are one 
community, one family. We are 
reclaiming Indigenous space in a 

public school system that aimed 
to erase that.”
 Before joining the 
high schoolers, the elementary 
students gathered at the front of 
their school to pay tribute and 
learn a little bit about the Tulalip 
Tribes killer whale flag.

“We started today’s 
celebration with a flag ceremony 
because the Marysville School 
District has adopted raising 
the Tulalip Tribes flag at all 
campuses,” explained Chelsea. 
“From the leadership of JJ Jenson, 
our former vice-principal, he 
worked with our Tulalip veterans 
to raise the Tribe’s flag many 
years ago. We’ve been raising our 
tribal flag on our sovereign land 
for many years and we wanted to 
honor that work today.” 
 Led by Tony Hatch, 
Tulalip Tribes Vice-Chairman 
Glen Gobin and several tribal 
leaders, the students offered 
a Tulalip Canoe Family song, 
about the importance of pulling 
together, which represented the 
partnership between the Tribe 
and the Marysville School 
District. 
 All students were 
encouraged to wear their 
traditional regalia on Tulalip 
Day and a number of beautifully 
designed shawls, vests, blankets, 
ribbon skirts, beaded jewelry and 
cedar-woven hats and headbands 

Students 
celebrate 

Tulalip Day

Continued on next page
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were on full-display. 
 When the flag ceremony concluded, the 
QCT students marched across campus to the 
Francy J. Sheldon gymnasium where Heritage 
students awaited their arrival, excited to get the 
festivities started. 
 Glen Gobin opened the ceremony and 
shared a few words about the importance of 
Tulalip Day with the students.
 He stated, “I am proud to witness this 
event and see all of the changes that have taken 
place. When I think back to when my grandmother 
went to school, she went to the boarding school 
here at Tulalip, and everything they did in that 
school was to strip them of their identity and 
deny them of being Native American. They tried 
to force them into assimilation into a non-Indian 
society. 

“We didn’t have the ability to go to 
school and exercise who we are and feel good 
about doing it, because we were still trying to fit 
in. To walk in here and see all the smiling faces, 
all of your pride, and to feel that is amazing. How 
far we’ve grown in that ability to be who we are 
and proud of who we are, that is important. That 
is what this day means. That’s what this month 
means, that recognition. Who you are, where you 
come from, to build that foundation so you can 
succeed in the future and pass on those teachings, 
those traditions, in a good way.”
 Since November is also Native American 
Heritage month, Chelsea opened the floor up to 
all Indigenous nations, inviting everybody to 
share their culture with the students. MSD Native 
Liaisons, Terrance Sabbas and Matt Remle, sang 
a number of songs from their respective tribes 

throughout the hour-long ceremony, both on 
the round drum and their hand-drums, while 
powwow dancers took the floor, performing 
both traditional and fancy shawl.
 

To end the Tulalip Day celebration, Chelsea 
invited the drummers to the floor and encouraged 
all the students to take part in either signing 
and drumming or dancing. The bleachers were 
emptied as the drummers sang a potlatch song that 
is well-known through all Coast Salish territories 
and is played at various tempos. As the speed of 
the song gradually increased, so did the smiles 
and laughter throughout the entire gym. 
 “A lot of our ceremonies have been 
canceled because of COVID, so today was 
important to me mainly because I got to see my 
culture and sing our songs at school,” expressed 
Tulalip Heritage High School student and Tribal 
member, Xavion Myles-Gilford. “Having the 
assembly today brought back that joy of being at 
our ceremonies. My favorite part of the day was 
right at the end, when everybody was dancing, 
and singing and cheering together, it almost made 
me cry.”
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By Shaelyn Hood
 On Monday, November 29th, Marysville Middle School and Liberty 
Elementary invited their students, families, and community members to join 
them in celebrating Native American Heritage Month. The event included 
crafts, books, and free resources about Native American culture. Visitors en-
joyed Indian tacos and frybread from Tee Pee Creepers, all whilst listening to 
Native American songs and drumming. 

Marysville Middle School and Liberty Elementary 
celebrate Native American Heritage Month
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Leading the 
way in 

economics 
Submitted by Jeanne Steffener, 
Higher ED
 A degree in economics can lead the 
way to many possible career paths. The logi-
cal, structured approach to problem solving 
which is important in the study of economics is 
highly valued in many settings such as higher 
education, banking, business, consulting, gov-
ernment and law. 
 In addition to many career opportuni-
ties and financial rewards, economics opens up 
possibilities to engage with many of society’s 
most pressing issues. The study of economics 
embraces a rigorous, analytic perspective on 
human behavior. The field invokes respect and 
has the ability to influence policies on impor-
tant wide ranging issues that impact society. A 
degree in economics brings understanding and 
participation in these policy debates, position-
ing you to affect change in world for the better.
 Some of the big issues facing our so-
ciety include discovering why the number of 
adults participating in the labor force has de-
clined over the last decade; illuminating causes 
and removing barriers to economic mobility 
and lack of diversity in the economics profes-
sion, to name a few. Many of the world’s most 
significant social problems have an economic 
dimension. The field of microeconomics con-
siders the choices we make, the social context 
in which they take place and the implications 
for humans. The  economist uses a wide range 
of tools to study controversial public policy 
questions such as environmental regulation, 
restrictions on domestic and international mar-
kets, the structure of the legal system, the de-
sign of tax policy and mitigating impacts from 
a global pandemic. On the other hand, macac-
roconomics considers monetary policy, ex-
plaining the performance of financial markets 
and careful considersideration of international 
trade and financial links. 
 Economics is a standard pre-business 
major which offers understanding of the op-
eration of individual markets and their goods 
and services, financial markets and the global 
economic system. The study of economics is 
an excellent way to acquire problem-soIving 
skills and develop a logical, ordered way of 
looking at problems. It logically works into 
careers in business, law, economics research 
and consulting. Law schools see economics as 
an excellent course of study for undergradu-

ate majors because of the dis-
ciplined approach to analysis 
of social issues. Careers in eco-
nomics research or consulting 
require a Master of Arts degree 
or PhD.
 Economics would be a 
good choice for students who 
wish to advance to the gradu-
ate degree level, master’s or 
PhD. Advanced degrees in eco-
nomics allows you to work in 
higher-level positions finding 
employment in areas with ac-
counting firms, business fore-

casting, market analysis, policy 
analysist, research assistanting, 
statistician, and urban planning. 
Other areas for employment 
would include banks, litigation 
consulting firms, market engine 
companies, the Federal Reserve 
Bank, the Bureau of the Census, 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
and the Department of the Trea-
sury. Careers in these areas are 
more inflation proof than others.
 A good place to look for 
careers on the rise can be found 
at the US Department of Labor: 

Bureau of Labor Statistics and 
the Washington State Depart-
ment of Labor. These websites 
can help guide you in your de-
cision-making process as you 
see what careers are in the most 
demand.
 If you are interest-
ed in a career in econom-
ics, please call the Higher 
ED staff at 360-716-4888 or 
email us at highered@tulalip-
tribes-nsn.gov for assistance.  
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Court notice
TUL-CV-YI-2021-0545. SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip 
WA. In Re the Welfare of: L. L. K.-L. TO: JAMACIA FAYE KEELINE and BRANDON 
ANTHONY LLOYD: YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a Youth in Need of Care action 
was filed in the above-entitled Court pursuant to TTC 4.05. You are hereby summoned to 

appear and defend regarding the above entitled action at a Paternity Hearing and Status 
Review Hearing on TUESDAY, January 25, 2022, at 9:30 a.m. in Tulalip Tribal Court, 
6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. Should the Court rooms be closed due to 
Covid-19 you should call in to your hearing via GoToMeeting, phone number: 1-224-501-
3412, access code: 212-638-629. NOTICE: You have important legal rights and you must 
take steps to protect your interests. IF YOU FAIL TO ANSWER JUDGMENT WILL BE 
RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date first published: December 4, 2021.
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 Christian Gabriel Foster 
was born July 5, 1996 to James 
Foster and Debra Barto in Everett, 
Washington. He went to be with the 
Lord and his Mom, on November 
20, 2021. Christian was a member 
of the Tulalip Tribes and Klamath, 
Modoc, Paiute –Yahooksin Band 
of Snake Indians. He lived on the 
Tulalip Reservation his entire life. 
 Christian loved spending 
time with his family and friends and 
always seen the best in people. He al-
ways had a positive outlook on life. 
He influenced and inspired many oth-
ers to keep trying and never give up. 
He had a loving, carefree and kind 
soul. Christian loved being an uncle 
and his nieces and nephews adored 
and looked up to him. He was al-
ways happy with a huge smile and 
had contagious vibes that made ev-

eryone around him bee better. Chris-
tian was adventurous at very a young 
age. He had no fear when it came to 
trying something new. He learned 
how to ride a bike without training 
wheels when he was only two years 
old. Christian became interested in 
skateboarding and it grew into a pas-
sion that continued into adulthood. 
He traveled to many skate parks up 
and down the West Coast. His skills 
in skateboarding and snowboarding 
were natural to him. Some of his fa-
vorite times were when he was out-
doors traveling at the river and gaming 
“Fort Nite & Chill”.. Christian loved 
animals and his culture. He loved all 
music, especially bumpin’ Mac Dre 
and Christian “Triz” walking. He 
was so humorous, always ready for a 
good laugh. He found peace and com-
fort in chasing sunsets. Bee Strong, 

Bee Love, Bee Kind, Bee Compas-
sionate – Christian Gabriel Foster, 
we will always bee missing you. 
 Christian is survived by his 
Dad, James Foster; Grandmothers, 
Nadene Foster and Linda Hill; Sib-
lings Heather (Kris), Shane, Tra-
vis, Rayvin (Jessica), Clara (Juan); 
Nephews and nieces, Cory, Keegan, 
Jazmyn, Tahlia, Makenna, Kyleal and 
Immanuel; the Love of his life, Keryn 
Parks and also many aunts, uncles, 
cousins and friends. He is preceded 
in death by his mother, Debra Bar-
to; Grandfathers, Robert Barto and 
Patrick “Pat the Cat” Foster; Uncle 
Ambrose Foster; Cousin, Gia Foster. 
 A celebration of life was 
held Tuesday, Nov. 30, 2021 at 
10:00 AM at the Tulalip Gym. Ar-
rangements entrusted to Schae-
fer-Shipman Funeral Home.

Christian Gabriel 
Foster




