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Not getting your
syacab?

Contact Rosie Topaum at
360.716.4298

or
rtopaum@tulaliptribes-nsn.gov

Note: Updates and revisions
done to the mailing list happen
quarterly. The list is updated
February, May, August and
November of each year. You
an contact Kalvin Valdillez at
kvaldillez@tulaliptribes-nsn.
gov for specific issues of the

paper.

No July 8, 2023 issue of the syacab

Due to the July 4 holiday, there will be no July 8, 2023 issue of the syacab.
The deadline for the July 15 issue is Monday, July 10, by Spm.

Matika from front page

By Kalvin Valdillez

“Long time ago, my grandpar-
ents and their grandparents, used to get
all of our foods from the water - crabs,
fish, and clams,” said Tulalip cultural
bearer, Ray Fryberg. “We used to live
in longhouses, and there were ways that
we used to cook. We didn’t have frying
pans, pots, and different things. This is
the old way that we used to cook clams,
this is called a clambake.”

Smoke rose into the air from the
Betty J. Taylor Early Learning Acad-
emy (TELA) parking lot on the morn-
ing of June 23. Tulalip tribal members,
Thomas and Andy Williams, were hard
at work tending to a smoldering cinder
block pit at the small field that overlooks
Tulalip bay.

At the center of the pit were hun-
dreds of clams, tightly wrapped in foli-
age. And the aroma of a traditional meal,
now a staple PNW appetizer, carried into
the breeze over the campus of the acad-
emy.

“Traditionally, our elders used
to say when the tide goes out, the table
is set,” explained TELA Director, Sheryl
Fryberg. “That’s how we got our clams,
our crab. To do this traditionally, this
kind of clambake, we use skunk cab-
bage, thimbleberry leaves, and kelp so
that it seals in the flavors. It’s so heart-
warming that we have people who still
remember the traditional ways and can
pass it down. For our kids, who are birth
to five, these are the most important
teaching years of their lives. And we
want to lay that foundation for them so
wherever they go in life, they know who
they are.”

The students gathered around
and watched the coastal chefs at work
while enjoying the summer weather,
soaking up both sunshine and ances-
tral knowledge. Lushootseed Language
Warrior, Natosha Gobin, greeted the
children, and together they exchanged
dialogue and shared songs in the tradi-
tional sduhubs language.

The annual clambake is a joint
event hosted by both TELA and the
Lushootseed department. Over the
years, the two departments have forged



a strong relationship. Working together, they
have developed and implemented an immersion
program that introduces the ancestral language
to tribal members at a young age, during the
critical era of a child’s brain development. Each
school day, Lushootseed language warriors visit
the academy’s classrooms to impart traditional
words, phrases, songs, and stories to the kids, en-
suring that the language revitalization continues
to thrive generations from now.

Ray, who passed the cooking techniques
down to Thomas and Andy, spoke to the kids
about the importance of sharing Tulalip’s teach-
ings with the next generation, so the tribe’s life-
ways are carried on into the future.

Said Ray, “My nephews are going to
share with you the way we used to cook. This is
called steaming. This is something that belongs
to us. We must never forget those ways that were
given to us. The way we lived a long time ago,
and the way we prepare and cook our foods.”

While the clams continued to bake, Ray
called upon his family to share a song. Many
TELA students joined in by either drumming and
singing or dancing alongside their friends and
teachers. Following the song, Lushootseed Lan-
guage Warrior, Lois Landgrebe, drew the atten-
tion of the kiddos by sharing a traditional and in-
teractive story about clams and their importance
to the Tulalip people.
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As soon as the clams were ready, they were uncovered and scooped
out of the pit. Each student received their own tray of clams, which was ac-
companied by frybread, and they grubbed down on the shellfish with their
peers, teachers, and families.

The kiddos were not only excited to eat the delectable and traditional
food, but also found amusement in the shells by opening and closing them to
make it appear as if the clams were talking.

Before dashing off to the serving station to request seconds, a young stu-
dent exclaimed, “The clams are so yummy, I already ate all mine. I need more!”

“It’s so beautiful, and it’s the cutest thing,” shared Sheryl when watch-
ing the students enjoy their clams. “Some of them have never seen this before
or had clams prepared this way. Because they are being exposed to this now,
they are going to grow up knowing that this is our way and know that this is
where they come from. You could see the joy on their faces. We had over 100
kids out here singing and enjoying the day. Hearing the whole school singing
songs that they’re learning from Lushootseed was amazing. When the kids are
doing these traditional things, they are learning how to be.”

Hard work pays off for Heritage graduates

Sounds of steel drums filled
the air as a musical collaboration
between the Tulalip Elementary
and Heritage High schools kicked
off the event. As the music faded
away principal Plummer stepped
forward to address the graduates
and families. “Welcome students,
communities, and families, to
the graduation ceremony of the
first ever Indigenous Big Picture
Learning class of the 2023, Tulalip
Heritage High school.”

Special guest Armando
Ortiz, of the Native American
Initiative Big Picture Learning,
presented an award to Devon

By Wade Sheldon

The  atmosphere  was
charged with anticipation as the
graduating class of 2023 from
Tulalip Heritage High School
eagerly awaited their well-
deserved high school diplomas.
After countless hours of arduous
studying, unwavering commitment,
and unyielding dedication, the
moment of triumph had arrived.
Principal Nathan Plummer took
charge, gathering the students for
a final practice walk, ensuring
they were fully prepared before
the seats filled with family
members and friends, who eagerly
anticipated this joyous occasion.

Johnson, Heritage A.S.B nominated
speaker, who had this to say, “we
made it through the big shift, into
the big picture, where we had to
adapt to a new way of learning.
Whether we benefitted from it or
not, we did go through more than
enough to say we definitely grew
along the way.”

As speeches wrapped up,
graduates looked to the principal
with anticipation of receiving
their diploma. The crowd cheered
and with every student called,
family and friends would yell out
the name of the graduate as they
walked across the stage. Smiles
filled the arena as parents took in
the momentous occasion.
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“It feels amazing. It feels
like all that hard work staying up
late to get your work done, all of
that, just pays off, man. As soon as
you walk across that stage you feel
accomplished,” said Antonio Flores-
Howlett of the 2023 graduating class.
“I’'m looking forward to starting my
adult life. I'm looking forward to
getting a job, learning how to invest
my money smart, and making smart
moves with the money I'm getting.”

When asked what kids just
starting high school should know?
Antonio remarked, “Stay on top of
your grades and do extra work. Try
running start if you want the best
future possible. If you want a stable
future, pass all your classes!”

Relatives gathered around
their graduates as the event was
ending. “It feels very exciting,”

said Markus Hatch of the 2023
graduating class, “I feel full of
happiness and joy; it’s great.” Then
he shared his plans for summer. “I’'m
looking forward to lots of relaxation,
sleeping in, enjoying great food,
and the heat.” His tips for new high
school students was, “It gets better, it
may be rough at first, enjoy it, enjoy
it all!”

With the culmination of their
high school journey, the graduating
class of 2023 from Heritage steps
onto the threshold of their next
chapter in life. A world of boundless
possibilities lies ahead. Equipped
with the knowledge and experiences
gained, this class sets out to craft
their own narratives, leaving an
everlasting impact on the world they
encounter.

Grad Banquet from front page

By Micheal Rios

“Welcome to our 2023 ceremony to
celebrate our graduates,” said interim CEO
Rochelle Lubbers as she greeted the hundreds of
family and friends who ventured to the Tulalip
Resort on June 20. “We’re so excited to have
you all here. Our hearts are beyond full to be in
the same room with our community on such a
remarkable occasion.

“Reflecting on all our beautiful students
today, I thought about all the different journeys
they have taken to get here and how each journey
is unique and special. Not a single one had the
same walk, but there are some commonalities that
they experienced being seniors during a global

pandemic. They experienced distance learning
and all the challenges with technology that came
with that. However, what I’'m most impressed
with is that they exemplified determination. Our
students overcame these challenges and pushed
through in whatever way they had to in order to
graduate. For that, their entire Tribe is proud of
them, and that’s why we’re here to celebrate their
wonderful accomplishment.”

The triumphant atmosphere was profound
in the Resort’s Orca Ballroom as the optimistic
hopes and limitless dreams of the Class of 2023
took center stage with a stylish graduation banquet.

A whopping sixty-four high school grads,
accompanied by their loved ones, convened to

Continued on next page
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commemorate the rite of passage.
There were traditional songs sung
and drummed, a catered buffet-
style dinner, opportunities to
immortalize the occasion with a
visit to an on-site photo booth,
and plenty of motivational words
offered by tribal leaders.

“We couldn’t be more
amazed at how resilient this
generation is,” said executive
director of education Jessica Bustad.
“No matter what the challenge,
you guys show up and prove over
and over again your willingness to
adapt and move forward. We’re so
excited to see where you go with
your future. All of us within the
Education Division want to see
each of you succeed. We want you
to be happy and healthy adults that
are serving your community and
loving your families. Whether you
knew it or not, you’ve been actively
reclaiming and revitalizing what
education means to our people. So

no matter where your destination
is from here, I want you never to
forget that your accomplishment
honors all Indigenous people.”

One emphatic message that
was repeated throughout the night
from graduates, parents, and elders
alike was a reminder to the praise-
worthy 18-year-olds that receiving
a high school diploma is just the
first major milestone on their
journey to manifesting their dreams
into reality.

For some, the dream may
be finding a convenient job to
establish independence via a one-
bedroom apartment, or joining
the Tribe’s next TERO vocational
training center class in order to
enter the construction trades and
start building up a pension as a
teenager. Of course, there are those
newly minted adults eager to start
a family of their own. Plus, a few
individuals who never thought
they’d graduate high school and,

now having achieved the seemingly
impossible, are searching for their
next step.

Then there are the awe-
inspiring dream chasers. These
types of high school grads
aren’t satisfied with just one
diploma. They want more; more
education, more diplomas, and
more experiences than what can
be found within the boundaries
of the Reservation or Snohomish
County. These individuals intend to
redefine the expectations of success
pertaining to Native Americans and
the education system.

Tulalip citizens Sophia
Rosen and Nolan Hegnes embody
the dream chaser spirit, and for
their impressive body of work
accomplished over the past four
years, they each earned the coveted
title of Student of the Year.

Sophia, Senior Girl of the
Year, was described by her Lake
Stevens High School educators as

sweet, welcoming, capable, trust-
ing, and always going above and
beyond. She was also character-
ized as accountable, trustworthy,
and prompt. The Tulalip teenager
persevered through mental health
struggles her junior year, result-
ing in a deeper connection with
school staff on her healing journey.
On her road to graduating with a
3.2 grade point average, she was on
the varsity cheer squad, expanded
her studies through the Running
Start program, attended Leadership
classes, and tutored her peers. In
the fall, she will proudly attend the
University of Washington as a pre-
science major.

“My grandma Benita al-
ways made sure I knew of the re-
sources the Tribe makes available
for us and to utilize as much as I
could. Something as simple as the
tutoring program made a significant
difference for me because I went to
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a very large public school where one-on-one
time with the teachers wasn’t practical. By uti-
lizing the Tribe’s tutoring program, I received
the help and support I needed to feel confident
in all my classes,” shared Sophia.

“My advice to all our younger Tulalip
students or really any Native American youth
is there is no one you can work harder for than
yourself,” she added. “You shouldn’t feel less
motivated to achieve great things in school or
excel in the classroom because of the stigma
around being a good student or being stereo-
typed because of where you live or what family
you come from.”

Meanwhile Nolan, Senior Boy of the
Year, attended Grace Academy for the last twelve
years and maintained a stellar 3.85 G.P.A. He
represents Tulalip as the only Native American
in his graduating class. Nolan holds a black belt
in Kung Fu, mentors his younger Kung Fu peers,
and has shown leadership and mentorship skills
working with children in our community. Most

noticeably, he’s excelled on the golf course,
whether on his high school golf team or in
the Boys & Girls Club charity tournament.
He’s participated in the National Honor So-
ciety since 10th grade, wherein he dedicated
himself to maintaining his high academic
standing and sought to give back to his tribe
by volunteering at the Boys & Girls Club.

Nolan’s mentors said his best attri-
butes are his tremendous character, excel-
lent teamwork ability, calm demeanor, and
always respectful attitude. He’s been accept-
ed into Arizona State University, where he’ll
be pursuing a degree in architecture.

“My parents have always instilled
in me and my sister that education is ev-
erything,” said Nolan. “I have countless
memories of my father reminding me that
‘no one can ever take away your education’.
I’ve taken this lesson to heart and feel like
by getting the most education I can, then it
not only benefits me but my family and commu-
nity as well. We are so fortunate as Tulalip tribal
members to have the financial support to pay
for our schooling. It’s such a great thing. I do
my best always to remember that so many don’t
have the opportunity that we do to have school
paid for, and it motivates me to dream bigger,
too. With the support of my family and tribe, I
intend to become Tulalip’s first architect.”

Becoming leaders of the present may
seem daunting to most young adults who have
grown accustomed to daily consistency and cer-
tain comfort levels provided by the modern edu-
cational structure. However, these Native youth
have been bucking the trend and blazing new
paths to academic success without realizing it.
They’ve outperformed long-held stigmas about
Native Americans and school systems, they’ve
overcome the odds that stated they wouldn’t
earn a high school diploma, and all the while,
they broke down barriers that prevented previ-
ous generations from attending college.

For our students, their ability to thrive
in the westernized school system not built for
them and still be able to excel and graduate with
notoriety means not only proving the doubters
wrong, but proving their ancestors right. The
right for future generations to be educated and
be given the opportunity to pursue a Bachelor,
Master or Doctorate degree was something pre-
vious tribal leaders fought and even sacrificed
for. Their vision comes true every time an In-
digenous citizen boldly ventures off to a Univer-
sity equipped with the strength of culture and a
tribe’s worth of support.

The annual graduation banquet culmi-
nated in a ballroom’s worth of support hoots
and hollers as each graduate strutted down the
red carpet to a podium where education staff and
school district representatives awaited them.
Each inspired Native was given congratulatory
handshakes, hugs, and a stunning Pendleton
travel bag as a graduation gift.




July 1, 2023




July1,2023 9

0= . : /
OUDEN:STOR M
; s [

By Wade Sheldon

A loud explosion shakes
the ground followed by a rapturous
cheer from the many onlookers
who are there to sell and buy
fireworks. Boom City is a glorious
aspect of Tulalip tradition wrapped
inside  indelible  interactions.
People from all around come to
the infamous firework haven in
Tulalip, Washington to gather their
needs and wants for the Fourth of
July.

Tulalip tribal members
from all facets of life try their
skills at selling fireworks. From
seasonal workers like fisherman
and teachers, to police officers,
construction workers, and people
with desk jobs, all take to the lot
behind the Tulalip Casino for a
chance at creating some revenue.

“Every year, I never count
the money until the end. If I look
up and there’s still fireworks on
the shelf then that tells me I need
to keep selling,” said Tony Hatch,

Tulalip tribal member and owner of
The Family Packs stand. “All I want
is to be able to pay my mortgage for
a month and pay my workers plus
take my family out for a great meal
like steak and lobster, followed by
a movie. If I can do that then it has
been a good season.”

One of the main aspects
of Boom City is the coming
together of family and friends.
Scott Rehaume, stand assistant
for firework retailer Up in Smoke,
stated, “We are all family out here!”
An emphasis repeated during the
firework season, as compatriots
help with heavy lifting, watching
other’s stands so they can use the
restroom or get food, and looking
after each other’s kids as they run
around from stand to stand visiting
with different relatives.

Tribal member and stand
owner Eliza Davis spoke on the
many benefits the youth have by
participating in the business of
selling fireworks. “Boom City gives

them an inside glimpse on what it
takes to run a business. They learn
about procurement, accounting,
they learn about just being a hard
worker. It’s not always easy to get
up and go down there but you push
through. It’s really good practical
skills that will serve them in their
lives.”

“I think that it helps the
kids get out of the box. It pushes
them to be more open and build
their confidence,” Scott voiced
as he watched his nephew help
a customer. “When we show our
youth that they can do more it helps
them grow.”

While you’re at Boom
City, friendships can sprout out
of anywhere. “I like meeting new
people all the time, and to make
friends with them, that’s kind of the
most fun for me.” said Jon Moses,
tribal member and worker for the
Monty Hall stand. “I like giving
all these kids a thrill when they get
their fireworks. You can see the

excitement in their eyes.”

For many stand owners all
the lifting, pulling, and staying on
your feet begin to slow them down
as the Fourth comes near. When
asked what they look forward to
at after closing, tribal member and
stand owner of The Price is Right,
Nik-Ko-Te St. Onge said, “Going
home, hanging out with my family
and having a firework show.” One
of many traditions stand owners
like to do after selling fireworks for
the Boom City season.

“Everybody needs to
celebrate the Fourth of July,”
Tony smiled and remarked, as
a thunderous bang filled the air.
“What’s a barbeque without
fireworks on the Fourth!”

Boom City is open from
6:00am to 12:00am 7 days a week
until July 4™ and is located behind
the Tulalip Resort and Casino,
10274 27" Ave NE, Tulalip WA.
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Court notices

TUL-CV-YI-2007-0163. SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip
WA. In Re the Welfare of: M. M. A.-C. TO: KANUM CHARLES CULTEE: YOU ARE
HEREBY NOTIFIED that a Youth in Need of Care (YINC) dependency case was re-
opened in the above-named Court pursuant to TTC 4.05 regarding the above mentioned
youth. You are hereby summoned to appear and defend regarding the above entitled
action at a Permanent Plan Review Hearing after YINC Reopened on TUESDAY, JULY
25,2023 at 01:00 PM. - REMOTE in Tulalip Tribal Court, 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B,
Tulalip, WA 98271. THIS WILL BE A REMOTE, TELEPHONIC, CALL-IN HEARING:
you must CALL IN to your hearing via GoToMeeting, using telephone number: 1-224-
501-3412, and using access code: 212-638-629. NOTICE: You have important legal
rights and you must take steps to protect your interests. IF YOU FAIL TO ANSWER
JUDGMENT WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date first published: May 27,
2023.

TUL-CV-CS-2023-0363. SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip
WA. Tulalip Child Support Program On Behalf of S.E.A.C, v. Parry P. Charles. To: Parry
P. Charles, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that on TUL-CV-CS-2023-0363 a Petition
to Establish Child Support Order was filed in the above-entitled Court pursuant TTC
4.10.120. You are hereby summoned to appear and defend the above entitled action in
the above entitled court and answer on August 14,2023 at 9:00 am in Tulalip Tribal Court,
6332 31st Ave NE Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. NOTICE: You have important legal rights
and you must take steps to protect your interests. IF YOU FAIL TO ANSWER JUDG-
MENT WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date first published: June 24, 2023.

TUL-CV-CS-2023-0352. SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip
WA. Tulalip Child Support Program On Behalf of VJR, v. Joanne G. Fryberg. To: Joanne
G. Fryberg, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that on TUL-CV-CS-2023-0352 a Petition
to Establish Child Support Order was filed in the above-entitled Court pursuant TTC
4.10.120. You are hereby summoned to appear and defend the above entitled action in
the above entitled court and answer on August 14,2023 at 9:15 am inTulalip Tribal Court,
6332 31st Ave NE Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. NOTICE: You have important legal rights
and you must take steps to protect your interests. IF YOU FAIL TO ANSWER JUDG-
MENT WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date first published: June 24, 2023.

TUL-CV-GU-2011-0125. SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA.
In re the guardianship of RBJ, Edith May Enick, Petitioner and Loreal Natasha Jack; Justin
Billy, Respondents. TO: Loreal Natasha Jack and Justin Billy: YOU ARE HEREBY NOTI-
FIED that a Petition for Guardianship was filed in the above-entitled Court pursuant to TTC
4.05 regarding F.V.J.M. You are hereby summoned to appear and defend the above entitled
action in the above entitled Court and answer on Thursday, July 6, 2023 at 11:00 AM in
Tulalip Tribal Court, 6103 31st Ave NE, Tulalip WA 98271. NOTICE: You have important
legal rights and you must take steps to protect your interests. IF YOU FAIL TO ANSWER
JUDGMENT WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date first published: May 27, 2023.

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION TUL-CV-CS-2023-0170, Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip
WA, TCSP #2642 TULALIP CHILD SUPPORT PROGRAM, Petitioner, vs. JESSICA
BUMGARNER (DOB: 01/03/1986) TO: JESSICA BUMGARNER: YOU ARE HEREBY
NOTIFIED that on February 10, 2023 a Summons and Petition for Establishment of Child
Support was filed in the above-entitled Court Pursuant to Chapter 2.10 and 4.10 of the
Tulalip Tribal Code. This is child support for ALR. You are hereby summoned to appear and
defend the above entitled action in the above entitled court and answer on August 7, 2023
at 9:00 AM in Tulalip Tribal Court. NOTICE: You have important legal rights and you must
take steps to protect your interests. IF YOU FAIL TO ANSWER AND/OR APPEAR JUDG-
MENT WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date first published: May 27, 2023.

TUL-CV-YI-2021-0579 and TUL-CV-YI-2021-0580. SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION Tul-
alip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA. In Re the Welfare of: E. S. C.and C.A. C.TO: AARON JUSTIN
CALLOWAY:YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that these two Youth in Need of Care (YINC)
dependency cases have a scheduled Permanent Plan Review Hearing in the above-named
Court pursuant to TTC 4.05 regarding the above mentioned youths. You are hereby sum-
moned to appear and defend regarding the above entitled actions at this Permanent Plan
Review Hearing on TUESDAY, JULY 25, 2023 at 01:30 PM. - REMOTE in Tulalip Tribal
Court, 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. THIS WILL BE A REMOTE, TELE-
PHONIC, CALL-IN HEARING: you must CALL IN to your hearing via GoToMeeting, using
telephone number: 1-224-501-3412, and using access code: 212-638-629. NOTICE: You
have important legal rights and you must take steps to protect your interests. IF YOU FAIL
TO ANSWER JUDGMENT WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date first published:
May 27, 2023.

A week packed with
eye opening...jaw
dropping...STEM WOW!

o Save the dates
e Call your friends
e Limited space

You don't want to miss this
onel

July 31 - Aug 3, 2023

STEM Adventures...

e Drone Races...

¢ Brainwave Readers...
e Wild technology...

STEM like you've never seen it
before!

...brought to you by Tulalip Homework
Support Program







