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See Halloween, page 5

This is Halloween

By Kalvin Valdillez
 October came and went in the blink of an 
eye. But before November arrived, the Tulalip 
community was sure to get in some spooky time 
fun during the season of candy and costumes. One 
of the more popular holidays on the reservation, 
the people get into the Halloween spirit as soon as 
Autumn has sprung and begin to deck their lawns 
and offi ce spaces with creepy decorations at the 
turn of the season. 
 Earlier in the month, local non-profi t 
Together We’re Better held their annual Trunk 
or Treat gathering which was met with great 
success and served as the offi cial kick-off to the 
Halloween season. Although there have been 
many Halloween department parties, school 
celebrations, and family get togethers, there were 
two events that many tribal families had circled on 
their calendars: the TELA Pumpkin Extravaganza 
and the Community Halloween Party.

Tulalip Community 
Halloween Party

and TELA Pumpkin 
Extravaganza

Traditional teachings 
at the NNABA
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Continued on next page

By Wade Sheldon 
On Wednesday, October 25, the Tulalip 

Police Department (TPD) Awards Ceremony 
became a day filled with joy and gratitude as the 
TPD and the Tulalip tribal government joined 
hands to celebrate and honor the extraordinary 
efforts of our dedicated police officers, staff, and 
residents. 

They have all played a vital role in 
transforming our neighborhoods into safer, 
more vibrant, and inviting places to live. This 
heartwarming event was part of the Tulalip 
Police Department’s ongoing commitment to 
recognize the heroes in our community who 
go above and beyond to make our city a better 
place.

Sean Edge, 13 years with Tulalip Police 
Department, said, “I wouldn’t want to be a police 

officer anywhere else. I come from a family of 
fishermen, and to work in fish and wildlife is a 
great honor. It’s important for me to protect our 
rights so my children and my children’s children 
can fish the waters of their ancestors.”

When asked what working in the Tulalip 
community means after a year and a half, 
Nicholas Aldridge with the TPD said, “It means 
always doing what needs to be done no matter 
the cost. It’s also just that community, the people 
come together and rally around the TPD. I love 
working here. It makes me feel good when I 
come to work, and people are happy to see me.”

“I’m a Tulalip tribal member and I get 
to serve my Tulalip tribal community, and that’s 
always something I wanted to do since I was 
younger,” said Alyshia Ramon, TPD officer. “I 
come from a family of domestic violence and 

drug addicts, and I wanted to be a role model 
to others so that they don’t have to go through 
what I went through. Also, know that there are 
other pathways to success. I had to do a lot to 
transform myself. I’m a mother of six, and I 
had to drop 100 pounds to get in shape. To be 
a police officer, it takes hard work, dedication, 
perseverance, getting through adversity, and 
being strong mentally and physically. 

Alyshia continued, “There’s a new 
generation coming in, and I support all the 
people that want to put on the badge. It’s a 
different culture, a different vibe with social 
media and stuff like that. Times have changed, 
and I think new police officers coming in will 
bring a different perspective and possibly 
change how policing is done.”

TPD awards ceremony honors those who serve the community

By Wade Sheldon 
Steeped in tradition forged by 

our ancestors, master weavers came from 
Canada, Oregon, Idaho, and all over 
Washington state to teach at the Northwest 
Native American Basketweavers 
Association (NNABA). The two-day 
event, October 28 to 29, was held at the 
Muckleshoot Casino in Tacoma. 

Hundreds of attendees eagerly 
awaited their chance to learn traditional 
style teachings from weavers who have 
dedicated their lives to learning the ways of 

our ancestors. Creating clothing, baskets, 
and art connects us to our roots and creates 
strong bonds between one another when 
we share these teachings. 

“Since Covid, this will be our first 
year back in four years,” Teresa Harvey 
of Puyallup tribes said. “Everyone at 
the event belongs to the NNABA, and 
different tribes get to host. All the teachers 
at this event are master weavers, and they 
create different things you get to learn at 
each table. There is easy all the way to 
difficult, and you pick what you want to 

Weavers Delight: Traditional teachings at the NNABA
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learn and sign up at the different booths. 
If you choose a hat, it may take you all 
day, or if you pick a different item, it 
may only take a couple of hours.” 

Throughout the day, when 
someone finished an item, the announcer 
had them show the room what they had 
created. Eruptions of applause let the 
students know their accomplishment 
didn’t go unnoticed. 

“This has been a wonderful 
event, Alfred Lane, aka “Bud”, from 
the Siletz tribe in Oregon, said, “The 
Puyallup’s have been wonderful hosts. 
There’s a lot of support for NNABA. 
We are a non-profit and rely on help to 
put this thing on. It’s a labor of love for 
everybody here. It’s fantastic. One thing 
I would like to see is expanding our 
youth track; there’s an area for the youth 
to learn. To me, that’s the future, and I’m 
amazed at the interest they are taking. 
If you’re not teaching that younger 
generation, or if there’s a link missing 
in that chain, you’re heading over a cliff 
at some point, and we must ensure that 
doesn’t happen.”

When asked about the most 
challenging part about weaving, Bud 
replied, “Well, I always call it work, but 
the hardest part is the gathering. It’s also 
one of the most enjoyable parts. You get 
to go out in the woods, pick some things, 
peel some things, then prepare them for 
the next step. I always say gathering 
and preparing is 90% of the process of 
making baskets. We are basket makers. 
All we need is a place to sit inside, a 
table, a chair, and some water. Then we 
can create.”

“I have been teaching for 
over five years,” Jamie Sheldon of the 
Tulalip tribes said. “The event was 
awesome; everyone was excited to be 
back. I love teaching and want more 
people to come and learn because basket 
weaving is a part of our culture. If I can 
teach someone from our tribe, and they 
go on to teach someone, then that is an 
accomplishment for me and the next 
generation.”

To know more about 
the Northwest Native American 
Basketweavers Association, visit www.
nnaba.net. If you would like to learn 
how to weave baskets or jewelry, and 
you live around the Tulalip Reservation, 
Jamie teaches every Wednesday from 5 
to 7 at the Hibulb Cultural Center. 
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Continued on next page

Halloween from front page 

Betty J. Taylor Early Learning Academy 
Pumpkin Extravaganza
 Laughter echoed throughout the TELA 
hallways on the morning of October 27, as the 
children arrived to their school in full costume. 
It was a little too chilly for the academy’s usual 
outdoor pumpkin patch, so dozens of mini 
pumpkins were scattered throughout one of 
the staff conference rooms. Upon picking out 
a pumpkin to call their own, they were able to 
visit a decorating station to adorn their gourds 

with stickers to make jack o’ lanterns with 
wacky faces and silly smiles.

The students and their families 
participated in a number of activities including 
bouncy houses, caricature portraits, and face 
painting. A cute highlight of the day was when 
the kids bravely walked through the spooky 
halls of the academy and visited their teachers 
while trick-or-treating and participating in a 
variety of carnival style games!

“I think it’s important to show that 

we’re just not a school, we’re a community, 
we’re a family, and we love interacting with 
one another,” said Absyde Decoscos, TELA 
Family Engagement Coordinator. “And it’s also 
important to show to the children that it’s not a 
separation between teachers and family, we’re 
all together and here for them. It’s good for the 
kids to see us all interacting together. It turned 
out good. It’s really fun. They loved seeing us 
all dressed up and we loved seeing them dressed 
up.”
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Tulalip Community Halloween 
Party
 The Community Halloween 
Party returned for the first time 
since 2019 and did so in a big way. 
The party was jumping throughout 
the entire four-hour window on 
October 29, and hundreds of 
families came out to showcase 
their creative costumes. This was 
the type of event that the kids of the 
community will fondly look back 
on years from now, just off that 

feeling of togetherness as everyone 
from event planner to event go-
er had a hand in making the night 
special, recreating those ghoul time 
vibes from the days of old, before 
the COVID pandemic. 
 Families had a blast at 
the monster mash where there 
were numerous games, activities, 
pizza, and also a costume contest 
and a pumpkin carving contest. 
DJ Monie had the eerie tunes 
bumping and had the crowd at her 

command during the popular cake 
walk to close out the evening. A 
heartwarming thing to witness at 
this year’s party was members 
of the local recovery community 
working hard – setting up activ-
ity stations before the start of 
the event, manning said stations 
in full costume during the entire 
event, and sticking around until the 
very end to break down tables and 
help clean up the teen center, but 

most of all interacting with the peo-
ple and getting reacclimated into 
the community in a good, healthy 
way. 
 Said DJ Monie after the 
party, “We had a blast today! Thank 
you to everyone that came, and for 
the crew that helped make it hap-
pen. Also, thanks to the judges that 
volunteered for the costume con-
tests. Happy Halloween everyone!”
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 TULALIP, Wash. (October 26, 2023) – The largest holiday lights 
display in Washington state will be back and twice as big as last year, when 
“Tulalip Lights” returns with a massive showcase of more than six million 
holiday lights brightening the winter sky starting at 4 p.m. Wednesday, 
November 22. Seasonal displays will adorn Tulalip Resort Casino (with 
4.2 million lights alone!), Quil Ceda Village, Tulalip Bingo & Slots and 
Quil Ceda Village Retail Center, and will be on display through January 
15, 2024.
 “Tulalip Lights” is located along Interstate 5 and accessible at 
westbound exits 200 or 202. The event is presented by Quil Ceda Village 
at Tulalip, WA. Viewing of all the lighting displays is free to the public.
 When all you want is everything, in addition to the massive lights 
display – which rivals some of the largest in the nation – there will be 
much more fun for those in the holiday spirit, including an outdoor ice 
skating rink, holiday marketplace, visits by iconic holiday characters, and 
more.

“Tulalip Ice” Outdoor Ice Skating Rink
 The holidays wouldn’t be complete without a trip to “Tulalip Ice,” 
a 40’x 80’ outdoor ice rink made of real ice at the Tulalip Amphitheatre 
surrounded by a display of more than 1.3 million lights. Presented by 
Blue Line Sports and Entertainment, the rink will be open to the public 
Wednesday, November 22, 2023 through January 15, 2024. Rink hours 
are as follows:

 Tickets for one-hour skating sessions (with skate rentals included) 
are $15 for adults and $12 for children (12 years old and under) and can be 
purchased at the rink or in advance at  https://tulalipice.ticketspice.com/
tulalip-ice. A $1.50 processing fee will be added to all tickets at checkout. 
Special rates are available for private use of the rink and birthday parties. 
Visit Tulaliplights.com. for more information. Entry to the Amphitheatre 
is free, where visitors are encouraged to view the on-the-ice fun. The only 
cost is for those who wish to skate. 

Mr. & Mrs. Claus, The Grinch and Buddy the Elf Visits and Holiday 
Market at Tulalip Amphitheatre 
 More family-friendly activities will be happening throughout the 
season at the Tulalip Amphitheatre as part of the “Tulalip Lights & Ice” 
festivities. This includes appearances by “Mr. & Mrs. Claus,” “The Grin-
ch” and “Buddy the Elf,” an open-air holiday market featuring a variety 
of delicious, quality food vendors, gifts and crafts, and fun activities like 
balloon artists, caricaturists and much more. A full schedule is as follows:

“We launched this grand event in 2022 and it became an instant favorite 
with visitors. It is bigger and even more spectacular this year and we en-
courage folks to add this tradition to their ‘must do’ experiences this holi-
day season,” said Kevin Jones, general manager for Quil Ceda Village. 
For more information on “Tulalip Lights & Ice” visit www.quilcedavil-
lage.com, www.quilcedavillage.org or everythingtulalip.com.

Six million holiday lights brighten the 
skies as spectacular “Tulalip Lights” – 

the largest display in Washington State 
– returns Wednesday, November 22 

Dazzling holiday tradition presented by Quil Ceda 
Village features outdoor skating rink, visits by Mr. & 
Mrs. Claus, The Grinch and Buddy the Elf, a holiday 

marketplace, which doubles last year’s three million 
lights at Tulalip Resort Casino, Quil Ceda Creek Casino 

and Tulalip Bingo & Slots
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Zachary J. Willard Jr. 
1992—2023

 Zac was born October 15, 1992, in Everett 
WA. He passed from this world on September 24, 
2023. He spent most of his life in the Tulalip Bay 
area. From an early age he had the ability to catch 
a fish wherever he was fishing. He graduated from 
Marysville - Pilchuck High School in 2010. His 
hobbies included deer hunting, fishing, and trav-
eling with his family. He especially loved hunt-
ing in the Calder Hills of Idaho. He had bagged 
and tagged many deer to provide for his family. 
He was employed at Cedar Mountain Industries 
for eight years. He was very sensitive and had a 

high level of coordination and mastered whatever 
he set out to do.
 Zac is survived by his son, Kaleb Willard, 
life partner Ranika Jimicum, brother Jason Cox, 
Uncle Steve Willard, Parents Zachary J. Willard 
Sr. & Keri L. Hegwald and grandparents Sandra 
& Gary Brame.
 He will be deeply missed by all who knew 
and loved him, and he will always be remembered 
as a devoted lover of animals.
 Celebration of life was held on October 
30, at 10 am at the Tulalip Gathering Hall, 7512 
Totem Beach Road, Tulalip.

The old Q should be 
a teen center 

My name is Richard Kass. 
I’ve lived in my Tulalip community 
my whole life. I just want to share 
some ideas I’ve had on my mind 
and in my heart for a long time now. 
 I’m currently incarcerated 
and I’ll be the first  to admit I 
haven’t made the best of choices in 
my life. Nor have I been the best 
role model for our youth or even 
my on youth. I just want to make 
that clear, that I’m man enough to 
own that. All I can do is try and be 
better. 
 I in no way blame my 
childhood in my life, growing up 
on the rez, for the choices I’ve 

made. I had a great childhood, rom 
watching my mom pull all the guys 
out of the mud under our famous 
old Boom City, to late night dances 
at the Boys and Girls Club teen 
night, to break dancing in the street 
in the middle of the night with 
Hazen Shopbell. 

Anyway, my point is, I feel 
a lot of that has been lost. Seems 
like nothing is being built to better 
things for our youth. I’m sure 
there’s a lot of programs but what 
about after 5-6 p.m.? After all that 
closes, there’s the streets to run and 
sadly what’s in our streets? The 
drug pandemic. It’s sad to see so 
much youth come through jail at 
such a young age; going through 
the same pain, putting their family 
through the same pain. I can’t take 

back the choices I’ve made, the 
pain I’ve caused my family, my 
community, my kids, but I can say 
I’m sorry to all and send my love 
and promise that I’ve done my best 
to learn from each and every choice 
I’ve made - good or bad. 

The moral of my story is, 
and I’m asking all of Tulalip to back 
my thoughts on this, ever since the 
Q was built, and every time I see 
the old one, I see something for 
our youth to escape the dangers of 
the streets to. Because that’s what 
they turn to, drinking and using at 
a young age. 

When I was young, our 
dances went until 2 a.m. sometimes. 
But we weren’t out doing other 
bad things. My point is, the old Q 
is big enough for maybe a 10-lane 

bowling alley, an arcade, and little 
food court spot for them to have 
dances and a DJ. The old Q should 
be a family/teen fun center, open 
until at least midnight on weekends, 
and 10 p.m. weekdays. What else 
are we gonna do with it, take it 
down? I remember going there as a 
kid to see my mother at work. That 
would be heartbreaking. 

This has been on my mind 
since the day it closed. I just thought 
I’d share. 

Thank you,
Sending love and prayers,
Ricky

Roy Earnesto “Moose”
 Manson Jr. 

September 25, 1987 - October 25, 2023

 Roy Manson Jr. “Moose” was born Septem-
ber 25, 1987 to Leslie Bagley and Roy Manson Sr. 
And passed away surround by family on October 25, 
2023. He was raised in Tulalip at the Patrick home. 
He was a huge sports fan enjoyed watching wres-
tling and UFC fights. He attend Seahawks games 
even driving to California. Roy met his wife in 2003 
and they married in 2013 in Hawaii. Roy traveled 
often with his grandparents to Hawaii to attend the 
Pro Bowl he loved making these memories with his 
family. He loved listening to his music. 

 He is survived by his wife Alexandra kids 
Nekalanie, Nekyra, Neshanti, Roy III, One grand-
child parents, grandma Thelma Williams siblings 
Shaun Bagley, Darin James, Tareece James, Jaleece 
James and Hanford James Jr. Close friend Feather 
Medina. Great Uncle Hank Williams and Great Aunt 
Judy Patrick. Numerous aunts, uncles, nieces, neph-
ews, and cousins.
 Preceded in death by Grandpa Cy Wil-
liams and Aunts Cheryl A. Bagley, Lynda L. Bagley 
Teri Marie Bagley. Grandma Pauline Badroad and 
Grandpa Roy Manson 
 A celebration of his life is currently post-
poned until further notice. 

Obituaries
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Patrick Todd Elliott Sr.
May 11, 1962 - October 14, 2023

 Patrick “Pat” Todd Elliott Sr. passed away 
on October 14, 2023 at the age of 61. Pat was born 
May 1 1, 1962 in Tacoma, WA to his parents Thom-
as and Katherine Elliott. He was the middle child 
of his four siblings. Pat graduated from Lincoln 
High School in 1980. After graduation he joined 
the Marines and served from 1980 to 1985. He was 
a strong supporter and volunteer of the Toys for 
Tots program.
 Pat married Georgiann Silcott on January 
18, 1992. They were blessed with two beautiful 
children. Julianne and Patrick it in 2002, Pat had 
the honor of carrying the Olympic Torch through 
part of Tacoma in Georgiann’s memory. Pat will be 
remembered by his friends for his helpful nature.

 Pat was preceded in death by his wife, 
Georgiann Elliott, and father, Thomas Elliott. He 
is survived by his mother, Kathy Elliott; children, 
Julie Elliott (Seth Ben(Iewald), Patrick Elliott Jr., 
and Blake Hudson; siblings, Christine “Chris” 
(Larry) Elliott, Randy Elliott, Lauri (Jon) Mattsen, 
and Walt Sutterfield; and grandchildren, Kinslee, 
Greysen, Brody and Hayden.
 A memorial service will be held at the Tu-
lalip Gathering Hall, 75 ] 2 Totem Beach Rd., on 
Friday, November 3, 2023 at 10:00am. A lunch will 
be served at conclusion of the graveside. In lieu of 
flowers, gifts or donations can be made to The Ma-
rine Corp Toys for Tots program (toysfortots.org).
 “We will be known forever by the tracks 
we leave.” – Dakota

TUL-CV-YG-2023-0577. SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA. In Re the Guardianship of: T. C. A. 
TO: WILLA CHERYL MCLEAN: YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a Youth Guardianship action was filed in the above-
entitled Court pursuant to TTC 4.05 regarding the above mentioned youth. You are hereby summoned to appear and defend at 
an IN PERSON Guardianship Hearing regarding the above entitled action on THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2023 at 10:30 
A.M. – IN PERSON in Tulalip Tribal Court, 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. You have important legal rights 
and you must take steps to protect your interests. IF YOU FAIL TO ANSWER JUDGMENT WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST 
YOU. Date first published: October 21, 2023.

TUL-CV-YI-2023-0635. SUMMONS BY PUBLI-
CATION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA. In Re the 
Welfare of: K. D. H.  TO: TROY EUGENE CARL-
SON: YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a Youth 
in Need of Care (YINC) dependency case has been 
filed and an IN PERSON Adjudicatory Hearing has 
been set in the above-named Court pursuant to TTC 
4.05 regarding the above mentioned youth. You are 
hereby summoned to appear and defend regarding 
the above entitled action at this Adjudicatory Hear-
ing on TUESDAY DECEMBER 05, 2023 at 09:00 
A.M. – IN PERSON in Tulalip Tribal Court, 6332 
31st Ave NE, Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. You have 
important legal rights and you must take steps to 
protect your interests. IF YOU FAIL TO ANSWER 
JUDGMENT WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST 
YOU. Date first published: October 7, 2023.

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION TUL-CV-CS-2023-0621, Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA, TCSP #2392 TULALIP CHILD 
SUPPORT PROGRAM, Petitioner, vs.  PARRY CHARLES (DOB: 04/20/1984) TO:  PARRY CHARLES:  YOU ARE HEREBY 
NOTIFIED that on September 22, 2023 a Summons and Petition for Establishment of Child Support was filed in the above-
entitled Court Pursuant to Chapter 2.10 and 4.10 of the Tulalip Tribal Code. This is child support for PCJR.  You are hereby 
summoned to appear and defend the above entitled action in the above entitled court and answer on DECEMBER 4, 2023 at 
9:00 AM in Tulalip Tribal Court. NOTICE: You have important legal rights and you must take steps to protect your interests. 
IF YOU FAIL TO ANSWER AND/OR APPEAR JUDGMENT WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date first published: 
October 7, 2023.

 David was raised by his grandparents, 
Katrina ‘Kwi-tee’ and Ambrose Bagley, on the 
Tulalip Indian Reservation. He graduated from 
Marysville High School in 1956. David served 
in the U.S. Army from 1958 to 1961. He at-
tended Everett Community College and the 
University of Washington. David worked at the 
General Telephone Company (GTE) for thirty 
years before retiring in 1991.
 He and his soulmate, Viola Carol Jones 
Spencer, were high school sweethearts and 
were married on April 7, 1958. They had four 
children, Doreen, Janel, David Jr., and Dawn 
Shirley. They were married for 39 years, until 
her death in 1997. In recent years, he found love 
again with his partner, Katherine Campbell.
 David was a gentleman who was loved 
by all. He was a kind and gentle person with a 
warm heart. He was an artist, writer, poet, sing-
er, and life-long learner.
 David is survived by his children, Do-
reen and Peter Sieminski and David Spencer Jr. 
and Nancy Tom; his partner Katherine Camp-
bell; his granddaughters, Nicole Sieminski and 
Dawn Marie Spencer; his great-grandchildren, 

Angelo and Gabriella; his sisters, Mildred and 
Vivian Spencer; and numerous nieces, neph-
ews, and cousins.
 He is preceded in death by his wife Vio-
la Jones Spencer; his daughters, Janel and Dawn 
Shirley Spencer; his grandson Daniel Siemin-
ski; his parents, Agnes Sese and Richard Spen-
cer Sr.; his grandparents, Katrina ‘Kwi-tee’ and 
Ambrose Bagley; and his siblings, Grace Men-
inick Goedel, Sophia Courville Spencer, Rich-
ard Spencer Jr., Ruth Zackuse, Infant Spencer, 
Neil LeClaire, Charles Francis Spencer, Nancy 
Spencer-Andre, Rose Cross, Harriet Spencer-
Hillaire, George Spencer, Robert Spencer, Os-
car Spencer, Stephen Spencer, Mary Spencer 
Jimicum, and Charles Spencer.
 An interfaith service was held Wed. 
Nov. 1, 2023 at 6 PM at Schaefer-Shipman Fu-
neral Home. A celebration of his life was held 
Thursday, Nov. 2, 2023 at 10 AM at the Tulalip 
Gathering Hall with burial following at Mission 
Beach Cemetery.

David Daniel Spencer Sr.
David Daniel Spencer Sr. was born on June 

7, 1937, a Monday, in Tulalip, WA. 
He entered into rest on October 28, 2023, 

a Saturday.




