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By Micheal Rios
On Friday, March 1, the Greg 

Williams court was transformed into a public 
forum in order to showcase enthusiastic 
candidates running for the two Board of 
Director seats up for grabs at the upcoming 
General Council election.
 An estimated 50 Tulalip citizens 
were in attendance, sitting tolerantly in the 
spacious setting, while another 60 or so 
households tuned in from the comfort of 
home while livestreaming on iAmTulalip.
com.

 Three in-person audience members, 
each representing a different generation of 
life experience, were willing to participate 
in a pre and post forum dialogue to help us 
better understand why they attended, what 
they hoped to learn, and, generally, how the 
forum informed their voting practice, if any. 
Representing the Baby Boomers was elder 
Lena Hammons. Representing Generation 
X was Deborah Parker, a former tribal 
councilmember and current chief executive 
of the National Native American Boarding 
School Healing Coalition. Representing 

Candidates Forum 
as seen through a 

multi-generational lens

Tribal leaders discuss 
upcoming projects with 

community

Childcare options for 
General Council 
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Generation Z was Youth Council 
chairwoman Faith Valencia.
 “I’m here to learn who 
I would vote for, but also I’m 
attending to learn more about 
dynamics of how these forums 
go, like what exactly happens 
here. I’m hoping to hear topics 
discussed that prioritize the youth 
or ideas to support the youth or at 
least something about the seven 
generations teaching to show those 
seeking a Board seat aren’t focused 
just on the present and themselves,” 
said Faith.
 “I always come to the 
Candidate’s Forum, but why I 
thought it was even more important 
to attend this year’s is the fact so 
many young people are running. 
The potential for having two brand 
new Board members who would 
represent a younger generation 
really interested me. I’m curious to 
hear what their ideas are and what 
teachings they are coming from. 
One of the most pressing concerns 
I feel the Tribe faces is the ongoing 
drug epidemic, so I’m hoping to 
learn that it’s on the candidate’s 
radar,” shared Lena.
 “I’m here with my young 

nephew, Zeus Parker Jr., who will 
be voting for the first time at Gen-
eral Council. I thought it was im-
portant to come here with him and 
introduce him to the candidates 
and further his understanding of 
what the community is about,” of-
fered Deborah. “For me, economic 
development is always important, 
so ideally I’d like to hear the candi-
dates speak to their ideas for grow-
ing and diversifying our revenue 
stream beyond gaming. I’d like to 
see if someone here is creative with 
their ideas for new business.”
 The 2024 Candidate Forum 
was designed to be a public event 
where candidates running for tribal 
council are invited to express their 
positions on a variety of subjects 
and introduce themselves to the 
community, if so desired. In the 
most ideal sense, the forum was to 
provide a stage for each candidate 
to share their platforms, policies, 
and visions for the future. Such a 
forum would then help voters be-
come informed about where each 
candidate stood on various issues, 
enabling them to make educated 
choices when voting at General 
Council on March 15.

 Spanning over two hours 
while being respectfully moderated 
by Hibulb Cultural Center man-
ager Mytyl Hernandez, the par-
ticipating candidates at this year’s 
forum shed some light on what 
impact they intend to make, if 
elected. Topics discussed includ-
ed communication style, general 
welfare increases, lost teachings, 
the drug epidemic, holding fel-
low Board members accountable, 
building trust within the commu-
nity, treaty rights experience, mi-
nor trust accounts, and more.
 Following the event’s con-
clusion, the generational repre-
sentatives shared their experience, 
specifically detailing whether or 
not they learned what they hoped 
to.
 “I would have preferred 
that each candidate got to delve 
more into their thoughts on our 
drug epidemic, but for the ones who 
did have the chance to speak on it, 
you could tell how passionate they 
were because this is something that 
impacts us all,” said elder Lena. 
“Something that stood out tonight 
is there are candidates who need to 
know much more about our treaty 

and what it means to exercise our 
treaty rights if they hope to be in 
a leadership position, like a Board 
seat, one day. That being said, I am 
excited for the younger ones who 
have stepped up and are willing 
to lead and wish them all luck on 
March 16.”
 Our Youth Council chair-
woman, Faith, was really hoping to 
hear candidates speak to the youth 
vote and their ideas for support-
ing the ever-growing youth demo-
graphic. Did she hear that? “Not 
necessarily. They kind of tried to 
give us recognition,” described 
the young leader. “I asked a cou-
ple questions, and neither was an-
swered directly. So hopefully we, 
as a Youth Council, can get them 
to offer more clear and direct an-
swers when we get a chance to sit 
with them next week.
 “It’s important for the 
youth vote to be taken seriously and 
in order for that to happen we need 
to show up at events like these,” 
she added. “It’s disappointing not 
to see more younger people, and 
look I get it. It’s easy to understand 
that they’ve probably showed up 
to something like this before and 

Candidates Forum from front page 

Continued on next page
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Watching 
over the 

future

By Kalvin Valdillez
 It’s officially that time of year when 
yard signs and homemade billboards are on 
display along the roadways of the reservation. 
This creative method of advertising has 
become a necessity for tribal members who are 
announcing their candidacy for a seat on the 
Tulalip Board of Directors. And as soon as the 
signs go up, tribal members know that General 
Council is near. A yearly event where the people 
gather together to discuss important topics that 
pertain to the tribe’s overall welfare, as well 

as to collectively make decisions, and elect/re-
elect members to its BOD councilship.

A lot of work goes into planning 
Tulalip’s annual General Council that includes 
community panels and open discussions leading 
up the to the event, as well as organizing the 
agenda and preparing the space for the large 
communal gathering, to help guarantee that 
everything goes smoothly on the day of. 
  To assist those with children in casting 
their votes, Tulalip took extra measures about 
ten years ago to help boost the General Council’s 

witnessed only arguing or non-answers 
with no real solution. But in order for our 
voices to matter we have to show up and 
vote for people willing to [factor us in] 
their decision making.”
 Lastly, Gen X’er Deb Parker 
offered her takeaway. “I don’t think 
the candidates had enough time to 
really answer questions I had regarding 
economic development. Some questions 
were answered, but overall, I think 
reading their candidate statements that 
were mailed out and making use of 
social media to see their recent posts and 
ask further questions will be necessary to 
fill in the gaps. It’s not realistic to expect 
each candidate to know everything about 
all topics that single individuals may 
have questions about. It was clear that 
each candidate has their own knowledge 
base that they are bringing to the table 
and has their own idea as to what they 
think are the most pressing concerns 
right now. 

“This event showed how 
beautiful and healthy our community 
can be when potential leaders, current 
leaders, and past leaders are able to share 
space while being patient, listening to 
one another, and respecting opinions 
that may defer from their own. This isn’t 
something you see in other places where 
candidates are typically interrupting 
and yelling over one another to get their 
point across. This makes me proud to 
be Tulalip to witness how we continue 
to love and respect one another in this 
process.”

In-person voting for the two open 
Board of Director seats will take place 
over a two-day period, Friday March 
15 (9am-4pm) and Saturday March 16 
(7am-1pm), at the Tulalip Resort Casino.
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attendance rate, amplify the voice 
of the community, and get more 
of its membership involved in the 
governmental side of the tribe. 
Working with the Betty J. Taylor 
Early Learning Academy and the 
Tulalip Boys & Girls Club, Tulalip 
provides childcare services for 
Tulalip parents and guardians who 
wish to attend the annual meeting. 
 At the early learning 
academy, kids from birth to 
three, and also kiddos who are of 
preschool age, are welcome to a 
fun day of classroom activities and 
playtime during the entire duration 
of the General Council. 
 Said Betty J. Taylor Early 
Learning Academy Director, Sheryl 
Fryberg, “We provide classes for 
birth to three and preschool service. 
The families have to pre-register 
through our online application, or 

they can pick up an application 
here at the front desk. They can be 
any community member child and 
there’s no charge for it. We feed 
them snacks and lunch, and for the 
snack in the afternoon, we do have 
a bit heaver snack in case it goes 
beyond 4:30 p.m. We want tribal 
members to have the opportunity 
to attend General Council, hear 
what’s going on in our tribe, be 
able to vote, and know their child is 
in a safe space.”
 Across the way, at the Club, 
the big kids are treated to an epic 
field day. Like with the academy, 
families must pre-register their 
children at the Boys & Girls Club 
and the childcare services are 
free of charge. This day is also 
something the club staff members 
look forward to. Diane ‘Grandma 
Diane’ Prouty, B&G Club Office 

Manager, explained that they are 
often understaffed during their 
day-to-day operations because of 
how many children they serve. And 
though they’ve seen upwards of 
100 kids during General Council, 
this still provides an opportunity for 
the staff to engage and participate 
in activities with the youth that 
they wouldn’t otherwise get to on a 
normal weekday at the Club. 
 She said, “The staff has a 
lot of fun with the kids on General 
Council day. We serve kids from 
kindergarten and up; we feed them 
breakfast, lunch, snack, and dinner. 
Our doors open at 9:00 a.m. and 
we close half-an-hour after General 
Council is done. The BOD actually 
pays for all the activities for the 
kids here. We have face painting, a 
balloonist, and a bouncy house. We 
have a big obstacle course where 

staff will have races against each 
other and against the kids. We’ll 
have craft making and a bunch of 
fun things to do as well. It’s just a 
fun day for everybody.” 
 General Council is taking 
place this year on March 16 at the 
Tulalip Resort Casino. Registration 
forms are accessible online via 
the academy’s website, or through 
tribal e-mail for the Boys & Girls 
Club. They can also be picked-up 
in-person at the reception desks of 
either establishment. For additional 
details, please contact the Academy 
at (360) 716-4250 or the Club at 
(360) 716-3400.

By Wade Sheldon 
“We have much to do in our 

tribal government and community,” 
said Tulalip Tribes CEO Rochelle 
Lubbers at a  March 5 community 
meeting co-hosted with COO Sam 
Davis.  The meeting’s agenda 
was to discuss several upcoming 
projects in Tulalip with openness 
and transparency. 

Some of the critical 
projects that were discussed 

include Tulalip agreeing to build 
an apartment complex called Quil 
Creek Crossing to combat the need 
for housing. Construction will start 
soon and is projected to be done by 
2025. “We are excited about this 
project. We will have 84, 1-, 2-, 
and 3-bedroom apartments for our 
community,” said Sam. 

The tribe is also responding 
to the growing demand for other 
essential services. Recognizing the 

current capacity constraints at the 
Healing Lodge, plans for Healing 
Lodge 2.0 are underway. This 
expansion aims to provide much-
needed sober living facilities for 
both men and women, aligning with 
the tribe’s commitment to holistic 
well-being. Simultaneously, 
construction developments on 
4th and 88th street, including 
multiple roundabouts, signifying 
proactive measures to enhance 
community infrastructure and 
traffic management.

Discussions also 
highlighted striving to create better 
communication between the tribal 
government and the community. 
“We need to reinforce our mission, 
vision, and values. Everyone should 
know and find a better way to serve 
the community,” said Rochelle. 

“It was a perfect meeting 
and also very informative,” tribal 
elder Pauline Williams said. “I liked 
the part about the housing. I know 
many families need homes, and it’s 
also a lot to take care of a home. 
I think there should be a program 
that helps get families into homes 

and teaches them how to maintain 
it. I’m on my way out, and I want to 
make sure the young people have 
a nice place to be proud of and for 
them to learn and manage what we 
have.” 

“I got here late, but the 
meeting was good,” tribal member 
Laverne Jones said. “I liked that they 
are working on communications 
and the issues employees and tribal 
members are having. Community 
engagement is important because 
it affects the tribal members and 
gives them a chance to submit their 
issues and try to find solutions for 
them.” 

As the Tulalip Tribes 
embark on these transformative 
projects, the commitment to 
community well-being and open 
communication reflects their 
dedication to creating a vibrant 
and sustainable future for all tribal 
members. For more information 
about upcoming projects or if you 
missed the meeting, you can watch 
it at IamTulalip.com.

Tribal leaders discuss upcoming projects with community
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Higher ED can help young adults get a 
General Education Diploma (GED) or High 

School (HS) Diploma. 
Submitted by Josh Cleveland, Higher Education Specialist 
Why GED or HS Diploma?
• Increase Your Self-Esteem
• Better job opportunities
• Chance for college, technical school, or vocational education

What is an HS Diploma?
The HS Diploma is a record attained from going through courses at the 
high school level with passing grades. 
 
What is a GED?
GED is equivalent to the HS Diploma. Colleges, universities, and technical 
or vocational schools usually accept GEDs.

Which to choose?
Both GED and HS Diplomas are relatively the same—both open options 
for employment, or opportunities for college and universities, technical, 
or vocational education.
 Although, some schools or universities prefer HS Diploma over 
GED. To get over a GED hurdle, a prospective student could take 
courses to attain an associate degree to transfer into a university that 
prefers the High School Diploma over the GED.
 
Requirements: 
The GED or HS Diploma courses or programs need some form of 
accreditation. Higher ED can review these to prove accreditation. 
Most state, regional, or federal accreditation is acceptable. 
Accreditation reviews will be on a case-by-case basis.
 Additionally, the program must have unofficial transcripts 
upon graduation to prove courses were taken. We cannot allow places 
that only give a diploma, as a diploma alone does not prove courses 
or coursework were gone through and learned. 
 Please inform Higher ED before enrolling or registering for 
a program to help ensure the cost is covered. A Higher ED packet, 
tribal ID, and an invoice (from an accredited program) are general 
requirements Higher ED needs to cover the program’s costs.
 
Costs:
The Tulalip Tribes cover the cost of GED or HS Diploma courses for 
enrolled Tulalip Tribal members. 
 
Locations of courses:
For adults, GED and HS Diploma courses in-person are limited. 
There are some in-person courses for GED or HS Diploma, but it 
is subject to what schools are currently offering. Due to limited in-
person, hybrid (online and in-person) are usually limited. Although, 
online courses are more often available for adults and are becoming 
the standard for many institutions.
For more information about in-person, hybrid, or online GED or HS 
Diploma courses, feel free to reach out to Higher ED.
 
GED or HS Diploma for Youth: 
Depending on the student’s age, GED or HS Diplomas may have 
to go through Youth Activities/Education or Higher ED. This will 
be on a case-by-case basis. Feel free to contact Higher ED or Youth 
Activities (Phone: 360-716-4909) for Youth.

 
GED or HS Diploma: 
Please refer to Higher ED or Higher ED’s website for references of 
currently acceptable institutions for GED or HS Diplomas. 
 A couple of options we currently use, are either Penn Foster 
(online HS Diploma program), or Everett Community College [EvCC] 
(for GED or HS Diploma). The GED program through EvCC can either 
be all online, or we have an in-person session on Tuesdays from 5 PM – 
6:30 PM in the C-2 building.
 Likewise, institutions not listed may be brought to Higher ED 
to review accreditation on a case-by-case basis. Link: https://www.
tulaliptribes-nsn.gov/Dept/HigherEducation
 
Questions or Concerns: 
For more information, questions, or concerns on formats (online, in-
person, or hybrid) of courses, classes, and assistance to help get accredited 
courses or classes funded, don’t hesitate to contact Higher Education 
(Higher ED) at highered@tulaliptribes-nsn.gov, or 360-716-4888.
 
Higher ED Contact Information: 
Email - highered@tulaliptribes-nsn.gov
Phone – 360-716-4888
Website - https://www.tulaliptribes-nsn.gov/Dept/HigherEducation
Address: 7707 36th Ave NW building D-1, Tulalip, WA 98271
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Court notices
SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION TUL-CV-CS-2024-0076, Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA, TCSP #2712 TU-
LALIP CHILD SUPPORT PROGRAM, Petitioner, vs.  SCOTT MUELLER (DOB: 09/24/1982) TO:  SCOTT 
MUELLER:  YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that on February 2, 2024 a Summons and Petition for Establish-
ment of Child Support was filed in the above-entitled Court Pursuant to Chapter 2.10 and 4.10 of the Tulalip 
Tribal Code. This is child support for AM.  You are hereby summoned to appear and defend the above entitled 
action in the above entitled court and answer on April 15, 2024 at 9:00 AM in Tulalip Tribal Court. NOTICE: 
You have important legal rights and you must take steps to protect your interests. IF YOU FAIL TO ANSWER 
AND/OR APPEAR JUDGMENT WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date first published: February 24, 
2024.

TUL-CV-YG-2024-0029. SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA. In re the Guardian-
ship of: C. V. C.-T. TO: AMOS RICHARD CARPENTER and LAURALEE ANGEL TOM: YOU ARE HEREBY 
NOTIFIED that a Guardianship of Youth case has been filed and an IN PERSON Guardianship of Youth Hearing 
has been set in the above-named Court pursuant to TTC 4.05 regarding the above mentioned youth. You are 
hereby summoned to appear and defend regarding the above entitled action at this Guardianship of Youth Hear-
ing on THURSDAY, MAY 16, 2024 at 10:30 A.M. – IN PERSON in Tulalip Tribal Court, 6332 31st Ave NE, 
Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. You have important legal rights and you must take steps to protect your interests. 
IF YOU FAIL TO ANSWER JUDGMENT WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date first published: Febru-
ary 24, 2024.

TUL-CV-PO-2023-0779. SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION Tul-
alip Tribal Court, Tulalip, WA. TO: SHAYNA BREEDLOVE (DOB: 
08/23/1985). You are hereby notified that a petition for a Do-
mestic Violence Protection Order was filed in the above-entitled 
court pursuant to TTC 4.25. You are hereby summoned to appear 
regarding the above-entitled action at a hearing on TUESDAY, 
MARCH 12, 2024, at 9:00 AM, in Tulalip Tribal Court, 6332 31st 
Ave NE, Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. NOTICE: You have impor-
tant legal rights, and you must take steps to protect your interests. 
IF YOU FAIL TO ANSWER, JUDGMENT MAY BE RENDERED 
AGAINST YOU. Date first published: February 3, 2024.

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION TUL-CV-CS-2023-0580, Tulalip 
Tribal Court, Tulalip WA, TCSP #2777 TULALIP CHILD SUP-
PORT PROGRAM, Petitioner, vs.  FORREST FENNELL (DOB: 
01/21/1984) TO:  FORREST FENNELL:  YOU ARE HEREBY 
NOTIFIED that on September 5, 2023, a Summons and Petition 
for Full Faith and Credit Recognition of a Foreign Order for Child 
Support was filed in the above-entitled Court Pursuant to Chap-
ter 2.10 and 4.10 of the Tulalip Tribal Code. This is child support 
for JF.  You are hereby summoned to defend the above entitled 
action in the above entitled court by filing a written request for 
a hearing on the summons within 30 days of the sixth time this 
notice has been published, in Tulalip Tribal Court, 6332 31st Ave 
NE, Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271.  NOTICE: You have important 
legal rights and you must take steps to protect your interests.  IF 
YOU FAIL TO SUBMIT A REQUEST FOR HEARING TO CHAL-
LENGE THE FOREIGN ORDER, JUDGMENT RECOGNIZING 
THE FOREIGN ORDER WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. 
Date first published: February 10, 2024.

TUL-CV-YG-2024-0132. SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA. In re the Guardian-
ship of: V.M-W. Angela Hatch; Cynthia Kay Hatch, Petitioners. YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a Guard-
ianship of Youth case has been filed and an IN PERSON Guardianship of Youth Hearing has been set in the 
above-named Court pursuant to TTC 4.05 regarding the above mentioned youth. You are hereby summoned to 
appear and defend regarding the above entitled action at this Guardianship of Youth Hearing on THURSDAY, 
MAY 2, 2024 at 11:00 A.M. – IN PERSON in Tulalip Tribal Court, 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, Tulalip, WA 
98271. You have important legal rights and you must take steps to protect your interests. IF YOU FAIL TO 
ANSWER JUDGMENT WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date first published: March 9, 2024.




